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glaveholding States to reflect on the consequences 
of refusing to receive these and similar memorials. 
‘The honorable Senator from South Carolina surely 
would not deny the propriety of giving a hearing 
to every petitioner who presented himself before | 
that body in decorous and respectful language. | 
He could tell the gentlemen from the slaveholding 
Siates that they could do nothing so well calculated 
to quiet the excitement on the subject of ubolition, | 
as well as to enlighten the public mind and give it | 
a proper direction, as to let these petitions go toa 
committee, be considered by it, and reported on, 
go that the arguments of the petitioners may be | 
met by the arguments of thecommittee. He was 
sure that nothing could be done that was so well | 
calculated to calm the excitement in his State; and | 
he felt confident that, if one of the standing com- 
mittees of that House made such a report, it | 
would be perfectly satisfactory to a great majority | 
of the petitioners, and that they would cease to | 
trouble Congress on the subject. 

Mr. MORRIS suggested whether it would not | 
be better, in order to save the time of the Senate, | 
for every gentleman who was charged with peti- 
tions of a similar nature to present them now, so 
that the question as to their reception might be 
taken on all of them together. 

Mr. SWIFT concurred with the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Ew1na] that the better course to pur- | 
sue was to send all the memorials to the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia, and that they 
should make a report on the subject, the circula- 
tion of which would tend more than anything else 
to put down agitation He was not willing that | 
those who petitioned Congress in relation to sla- 
very should be called ‘‘incendiaries.”’ They might | 


make a mistake, or be guilty of some impropriety || 


in language in penning their petitions, but he must | 
say that the memorialists were as honest and in- 
telligent men as were generally to be found. He 
hoped the course suggested would be adopted. 
The CHAIR stated that no other petitions could 
be received while the question was pending on the 
two already presented, unless by unanimous con- | 


sent the question would be taken on the reception 
of all the petitions at once. He expressed his 
satisfaction at the decision of the Chair, but he | 
thought the onus ought to be on those who pre- 
sented the petitions to show that they were worthy | 
of reception. He hoped that when Senators pre- 
sented such petitions, they would make the proper 
motion that they be received. 

The CHAIR stated that by unanimous consent 
all the petitions in the possession of Senators on 
the subject of slavery in the District of Columbia 
would be received, and there being no objection, 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, presented a petition from 


sundry citizens of Athens country, Ohio; and a || 
— from sundry citizens of the State of New || 


ork. 

Mr. SWIFT presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Vermont. 
Mr. MORRIS presented a petition from 2,265 
ladies of Ohio; apetition from 3,710 electors of the | 
State of Ohio; a petition from 780 electors of Cuya- | 
hoga county, Ohio; a petition from a number of 
the electors of Laporte, Indiana; also, two peti- 
tions from the State of Tennessee; one from 108 | 
ladies, and the other from 107 men; all praying | 
for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 

the District of Columbia. 

Mr. GRUNDY asked the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Morris] to file with the petitions the letter 
which inclosed to him the two from Tennessee. 

Mr. MORRIS said that the Tennessee petitions 
were inclosed in a letter from the State of Ten- 
hessee to a citizen of Ohio, by whom it was in- 
closed to him. 

_ Mr. WHITE asked for the name of the person 
arent who had inclosed the petitions to 
io. 

Mr. MORRIS did not recollect_the name and | 
had not brought the letter with him. He did not 
know the person who wrote the letter, but had | 
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noticed that it was postmarked in Tennessee. As 
to the citizen of Ohio who had inclosed the peti- 
titions to him, he had been assured be a member 
of the other House who knew him, that he was a 
man of the highest respectability, and that his 
word might be perfectly relied on. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented several petitions on 
the same subject from citizens of Vermont. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented a petition, signed by 
sundry citizens of Rhode Island, on the same 
subject. ‘ 

Mr. CALHOUN asked how many signatures 
there were to the above petition. 

Mr. KNIGHT replied that there were about 
three thousand. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had seven memo- 
rials to present, asking Congress to abolish slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 
Five of these were from two hundred and twenty- 
nine of the ladies of Bucks county, Pennsylvania, 


| and the remaining two were signed by sixty-one 


of the inhabitants of the city and county of Phila- 
delphia. 
Mr. B. was not able this morning, from indis- 


| position, to discuss this question; and if he were, 


he certainly should not undertake the task, be- 
lieving that at this time a discussion of the subject 
could do no good, but, on the contrary, might pro- 
duce much evil. After reflection, he never was 
better satisfied with his own course upon any occa- 


| sion than he now was with that pursued by him at 
|| the last session of Congress, in reference to these 
abolition memorials. He believed that the dis- | 


cussion which then took place had done much 
good, at least in his own State; because it had en- 
lightened the public mind on a subject not suffi- 
ciently understood, and brought it to reflect upon 
the dangerous consequences to the whole Union 
| which might result from the abolition excitement. 
| At present circumstances had changed. He 
deprecated a renewed discussion of the question, 


|| which would only tend to keep up the excitement 


in the South and in the North without any coun- 
tervailing advantage. He should, therefore, say 


|| nothing to encourage it. 


sent. 
Mr. CALHOUN hoped that by unanimous con- || 


If these memorials should be received, and he 
| would vote for receiving them, he should then 
| move to lay them on thetable. At the sametime, 
if any Senator would make the motion which he 
| had made at the last session, to reject the prayer 
of the memorials, he wouid vote for it. He be- 
lieved, however, that such a motion would lead 
to a protracted debate, and he, therefore, would 
prefer that it should not be made. He had now 
said all that he intended to say on this subject 
during the present session. 

Mr. MORRIS observed that the Senator from 


|| Pennsylvania [Mr. Bucnanan] had said that he 


| was perfectly satisfied with the course which was 
taken by the Senate at its last session—to receive 
and reject the petitions when presented. Now, 
| this motion, and the decision upon it, was viewed 
‘in quite a different light in that portion of the 
country which he (Mr. M.) had the honor, in 
| part, to represent. To receive and reject at the 
same instant, without examination, without in- 
quiry, without commitment, seemed to the people 
of Ohio—at least to the petitioners—as rather a 


'| mockery of theirrights. Whathad been the con- 


sequence in that State, resulting from the action 
of that body last year in reference to their peti- 


|| tions? Why, very few petitions were presented 


| then, and he knew of no more than two abolition 
| societies, but since, he learnt by the letters he had 
| received, as well as by the petitions sent him to 
| present, that abolition societies were now spring- 
ing up in almost every county of the State, and 
| they were not through papers of their own, but 
| political papers, contending that they had a right 
to be heard by Congress. 
Mr. M. argued that the most wise and prudent 
course that could be adopted, was to refer the me- 
' morial offered to be presented by the Senator from 
Indiana to the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, in order that they might makea report on the 
| whole subject-matter of it. Or, let it be referred to 
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a committee to be composed entirely of southern 
gentlemen, who might draw up a report, in which it 
would be well to reply to the arguments of the peti- 
tioners, forthe purpose of convincing them that they 
are wrong in theimpressions they entertain;and the 
report should be disseminated among them, and 
then they would be given to understand that their 
ee cannot and ought not to becomplied with 
y Congress. It would afford him much gratifica- 
tion if this kind of knowledge were spread before 
every family in the western States. He would 
give his vote for printing any number of copies of 
a report written by some of the ablest pens in the 
country, going to show that the course of the aboli- 
tionists was pregnant with much injury to the 
southern portion. of the country—to injure the 
other portions of it, and in fact to disturb the peace 
and harmony of the whole Union. 
Mr. M., after making some further observations, 
concluded with saying, that if the petitions should 
be received, he would move that they be referred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia, 
with instructions to inquire into the power of 
Congress in that particular; and further, as to the 
slave trade, whether it consisted of slaves already 
here, or whether they are brought to this District 
for the purpose of sale. Also, whether the power 
given to Congress to regulate commerce between 
the different States, includes the right to deal in 
slaves. This fact was desirable,in order to afford 
a refutation, if any could be given, to what was 
said to the contrary. 
| Mr. HUBBARD remarked that he extremely 
| regretted that this eubject had been brought before 
| the Senate at this late period of the session. It 
| must be recollected that a very decisive vote had 
| been given in this body, at the last session, expres- 
| sive of their determination not to act upon petitions 
| of a character similar to those which have just 
| been presented; and he could not but feel a deep 
| regret that this subject was now brought forward— 
a subject calculated to produce great excitement 
here and elsewhere. 
Butas members of this Senate had been charged 
with the presentation of memorials, he could not 
but regret that the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina had interposed any objection to the recep- 
tion of these memorials. He believed that the 
course pursued at the last session was the proper 
and correct course; and that he fully concurred in 
the views of the Legislature of ‘ «w Hampshire in 
relation to this absorbing subject. When he roseto 
address the Senate, he supposed that he had in hie 
drawer a ve containing a printed copy of a 
preamble and resolutions which had been adopted 
by a great majority of the Legislature of his native 
| State. He intended to have called for their read- 
|ing, as the preamble and resolutions very fully 
| express his own sentiments and his own feelings, 

but he had not been able to put his hand upon the 
pees and as not many days can elapse before 

e can be furnished with an official copy of the 
document to which he had referred, he would, on 
presenting them to the Senate, avail himself of the 
Opportunity to express his concurrence therewith. 
He had no doubt as to the course the Senate ought 
to pursue. His own views upon this subject he 
had very fully expressed at the last session of the 
Senate. He had reflected upon the opinions he 
| then advanced, and he had seen no cause for regret 
‘at the grounds then taken by him. 
| He then believed, and he still believes, that no 
| beneficial results would attend the action of Con- 
| gress upon the subject of slavery in the District 
| of Columbia. {n his opinion, an evil rather than 
| a good, would be the effect of any action on the 
| part of Congress. He was so well satisfied with 
the disposition of the memorials presented at the 
last session, for the abolition of slavery in this 
| District, that if the memorials now presented 
| should be received, and his friend from Pennsy!- 
| vania should not renew the motion which he then 
made, to reject the prayer of these petitions, he 
would himself present such a motion, as a motion 
to lay the whole mass upon the table. 


|| Mr. CALHOUN said that it was very desirable 
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to him, as one of the representatives of the southern 
States, to hear the contents of these petitions, in 
order that he might know how they spoke of his 
constituents. Let us hear (said he) what these 
petitions, which gentlemen contend are couched in 


such decorous and respectful language, say of the | 


southern people and their institutions. 1 wish the 
South (said he) to know what these petitioners say 
of them. I have put my hands (said he) on two 
of these petitions without looking at the inside of 
them, and without making any discrimination be- 
tween them and the others, and ask that they may 
be read. 


The Secretary then read the two memorials from 


Indiana handed up by Mr. Tipron. 

Mr. CALHOUN resumed. Such was the lan- 
guage which had been held, which struck at the 
basis of southern institutions, and which could not 
lve entertained here without involving the South in 
bloodshed and massacre. What they set forth in 
their memorials outraged the rights of God and 
man. What was this body but a community of 
States, united together for the purpose of main- 
taining their separate institutions? And yet the 
representatives of twelve sovereign States of this 
Union were actually asked to sit there and notsay 
a word, and hear themselves, and those whom 
they represented, denounced, under the penalty 
that if they spoke they would but aggravate the 
evil. To a reflecting mind all this was, indeed, 
truly awful. Yes, Senators were to sit there and 
hear themselves gravely denounced, and while 
some of their own body were ready to throw the 
blame upon them for speaking one word in defense 
of southern rights. 

Mr. C. said he did not belong to the school 
of those who belicved that agitations of this sort 
could be quieted by concessions; on the contrary, 
he maintained all usurpation should be resisted in 
the beginning; and those who would not do so 
were prepared to be slaves themselves. It was a 
question in which he knew of no concession or 
compromise. He knew full weil if the South 
yielded the ground of reception where it must 
end. It would prepare the way for further action 
at the next session; and the next step would be, 
that the petitions should be acted upon. He saw 
already that some gentlemen were prepared to 
take the sense of the Senate on the question of re- 
ception. The last year a motion had been made 
to lay petitions of this character on the table with- 
out discussion. He would ask southern Senators 
to put it to themselves whether or not they did 
not begin to see that the next step which was to 
be taken was, that they should not only be re- 
ceived, but referred? Did he not, he would ask, 
tell the Senator from Pennsylvania, at the last 
session, that such would be the case? that he saw 


from the position which the Senator from Penn- | 


sylvania and his friends took, that it could not be 
otherwise; that if the Senate were bound to re- 
ceive, they were bound to go through. It would 
be remembered that the very position taken by 
one of the Representatives from South Carolina 
(Mr. Pinckney) at the last session, was, that all 
abolition petitions should be laid upon the table. 
But time had proved that that course had not ar- 
rested the getting up of them. They had in- 
creased; ard the rebutting the petitions would 
require would be that Senators should quiet the 
question here; and so, step by step, gentlemen 
went on; and he regretted, profoundly regretted, 
that there was not a man from the non-slavehold- 
— whe would go against this evil. 
hat was the argument? The only argument 
was, that the Senate were bound to receive peti- 
tions. Now, so help him God, he did believe it 
was as indefensible a proposition to attempt to 
rove that Congress could abolish slavery in the 
tates as to say that they were bound to receive 
petitions. He maintained that there was no 
obligation to receive them. What did the rule 
say? The question on reception was to be put. 
The decision of the rule was correct, and the 
sense of the rule showed the sense of those who 
formed the Constitution. No individual had any 
right more than to present a petition, and that 


right depended upon whether he could get any | 


one to present it. And the first rule was, the 
question on their being received or not? To yield 
this point was to yield it to the abolitionists at 


the expense of the rights of this body. He rose | 
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not to argue, for he knew how vain that was for 
the purpose he had inview. He had never doubted 
the character of the Senate. He said, three years 
ago, when it was acting on the tariff question, 


that the consequences which were now following | 


it would take place. He knew then that the 
intelligence which belonged to the Whigs and 
Democrats was against the incendiaries. He 


saw where the present agitation commenced; it | 


commenced at the bottom of society—among the 


lowest and most ignorant—and afterwards spread | 


itself among men of a better stamp, but men who 
desire agitation, who gloried in it. 


the pulpits and schools, and by-and-by a majority 


would be found in the other House in favor of the | 
schemes of the abolitionists. This wasinevitable. | 
The only course for Congress to adopt was at | 
once to close their doors against these petitions. | 


There was no remedy, but in the concerted, united 
action of the southern people,and that action 
must be prompt. 


disease might be at once arrested; for they had 
ample power to do it. If this agitation was togo 
on, the result would be the overthrow of the Union. 
He knew not that anything he could say would 
have the effect of arresting the evil. He feared it 
was almost beyond the reach of mortal voice to 
stop it. 

He had done his duty, and he trusted that no 
man would rise up on that floor, and say that he 
was not justified in protesting against the recep- 
tion of these memorials. He had spoken under the 
solemn obligation of duty only, and should have 
been glad not to have said a word on the subject 
had it not, been absolutely necessary that he should 
do so. 

Mr. TIPTON did not rise to prolong the debate, 
but to express his surprise and regret at the feel- 
ing manifested by the Senator from South Caro- 
lina. ‘There surely was nothing in the petitions 
that he (Mr...) had presented, nor in the remarks 


accompanying their presentation, calculated to | 
produce the state of feeling into which the gentle- | 
The petitions | 
were in decorous and respectful :anguage, and his | 


man seemed to have been roused. 


remarks were intended to be of the most concilia- 
tory character, while he claimed as a matter of 
right that they should be heard. The Chair 
stated the parliamentary rule, and he had acqui- 


esced. What then did they hear from the Senator | 
Why, he called on the | 


from South Carolina? 
Senators from a certain section of the Union to 


stand by him, and deny to the petitioners what | 


we, from the North, believe to be our dearest 
rights. I never (continued Mr. T.) encouraged 


my constituents to get up petitions against sla- | 
In presenting their petitions here, | did but | 


very. 
my duty; and I hope the honorable Senator will 


not take it upon himself to state that my constitu- | 


ents have asked for anything that was unreason- 
able; or, that in presenting a decorous and respect- 
ful memorial, have claimed more than is due to 
every American citizen. All they wanted was a 


hearing, and this much he felt it his duty to claim | 


for them. Grant this (said Mr. T.) and it will 
satisfy my constituents, as it ought to satisfy those 
of the Senator from South Carolina. Mr. 'T. then 
called for the yeas ard nays on the question; which 
were accordingly ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD here moved that the question as 
to the reception of the memorials be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. MORRIS asked for the yeas and nays on 
this question; which were ordered, and the motion 


was decided in the affirmative—yeas 31, nays 13; | 


as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, | 


Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Ewing of Ilinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
Kent, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, 
Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Page, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, 
Walker, White, and Wright—31. 

NA YS—Messrs. Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hen- 
dricks, Knight, Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, and Wall— 


Mr. DAVIS presented several memorials from 
Massachusetts on the same subject; and 
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He knew well | 
that the force of their eloquence was having its | 
effect every hour, till at length it would get into | 


He believed that if they were | 
to come to an understanding at an early day, the | 


»  ____—___—_—~*February 6, 
\| Mr. BAYARD moved that the question as t 
|| their reception be laid on the table; which motion 
|| was agreed to without a division. , 
|| Mr. MORRIS presented an additional memoria! 
from Ohio,and Mr.W EBSTER presented Severn] 
|| from Massachusetts, all on the same subject; anq 
after some remarks from Messrs. MORRIS 
WHITE, and WEBSTER, , 
Mr. BAYARD again moved that the question 
| as to their reception be laid on the table. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, said that the question 
now presented was precisely the same as tha: 
taken on the most of these memorials last sessjoy_ 
It was true that they were at first compelled to 
take the direct vote on receiving them; and he 
| gloried in the vote he then gave, for the fanatics 
never should provoke him to pursue a course thet 
was wrong. But he would ask when, and by 
whom, were the rights of the South surrendered? 
How did it happen that the Senator from South 
| Carolina had just found out that the rights of tha 
| South had been surrendered, after they had been 
pursuing the same course with regard to these peti. 
tions that had been pursued for the last fi'ty years, 
| In justice to the gentleman who occupied the chair 

last session, he must say that the decision made 

by him on the parliamentary rule,was the same as 
that made now. 
| After some further remarks from Messrs.CAL- 

HOUN, PRESTON, BAYARD, WEBSTER, 
and SOUTHARD, 

Mr. CUTHBERT said, that he had entertained 
| the hope, that the first decision of the question 
which was made as to the reception of these 

memorials, would have been final. When it was 
intimated by the gentleman from Ohio, that it 
would be best for those who had memorials to 
present them then in order, that one decision might 
| be made on all, that the country might not be agi- 
tated; that a single-decision might prevent excite- 
ment here, as well as satisfy those abroad, he had 
indulged the hope that gentlemen would have ac- 
corded to sentiments so just; so consonant with 
good feelings. But he regretted that such had not 
been the case; that a corps de reserve had been held 
back, and now produced to protract discussion, 
which there was so much reason to hope could be 
avoided. Among those who had seen fit to pur- 
|, sue this course, was the Senator from Massachu- 
| setts, (Mr. Wessrer,] and he regretted to say, 
|, that the gentleman had only followed up the course 
|| taken by him last winter. 

Mr. WEBSTER here explained that he was 
not in his seat when the other abolition memorials 
| had been presented, and had only just learned that 
| it had been deemed advisable to dispose of all 
|, such memorials at that time. 
| Mr. CUTHBERT said that, in that view, he 
would with pleasure, withdraw what he had said 
as to the time the gentleman presented his memo- 
rials; but he had a word or two to say to him on 

another branch of the same subject. Do the ques- 
| tions presented by the gentleman stand in- 
| dependently of each other? Shall the National 
| Legislature touch this point, and avoid that; or 
| does the one necessarily bring on the other, anda 
_ series of actions take place when they would stop 

atasingle point? He said a series of actions, 
| because it was admitted by the gentleman that 
| the mere reception of the petition was of no value, 
| unless there was some action upon it; and toshow 
what this action was to lead to he would quote the 
| gentleman himself. F 
| In a printed document to which his attention 
i, had been called, purporting to be the proceedings 
|| of a meeting, of which the gentleman was chair- 
| man, held in Boston in 1819, when the excitement 
on the Missouri question was the highest, he 
found a resolution wherein it was declared as the 
sense of the meeting that Congress not only pos- 
| sessed the power to abolish slavery in the District 
_ of Columbia, but that it had the indisputable au- 
_ thority to prevent the transfer of slaves from one 
State to another. These two positions did not 
stand far from each other—they were not isolated; 
and they showed to the South what they were to 
expect if they submitted to the slightest encroach- 
ment on their rights. They were admonished 
by them that if they yielded to one encroachment, 
they would soon be forced by another process (0 
defend themselves from more dangerous aggres- 
sion. 
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‘Is it a cause of surprise, then, asked Mr. C. 
that all our apprehensions are excited—that our 
indignation 1s aroused to the highest pitch at the 
commencement of a course of action which is to 


end in the ruin of our country? How stands the 
question ? Gentlemen allege that there are certain 
means by which Congress may act without lead- 
ing to these immense and overwhelming evils, 
wich we of the South apprehend when an at- 
tempt is made to bring the action of this Govern- 
ment to bear on our peculiar interests. 

Mr. President, (said Mr. C.,) I appeal to you— 
[appeal to every Senator from the South, and 
ask, can you touch anything, even the remotest 
point connected with this delicate and dangerous 
subject, without creating distrust, alarm, and 
horror? Would it not endanger the stability of 
our Union, and perhaps end in a dissolution of 
our happy Confederacy? If this be true, and no 
action of yours can take place without exciting 
that dread, that deep and unappreciable indigna- 
tion which must be followed by such alarming 
consequences, then it becomes you to beware of 
taking the first step. Would any object to be 
gained here at all compensate for the alienation of 
so large a portion of your population, and a sep- 
aration of the South from the other members of 
the Confederacy ? ; ; ; 

This brought him to another point of view in 
which this subject was regarded. He appealed to 
the experience of all who had considered this sub- 
ject—he appealed to all who knew the character 
of these Abolitionists—to all who understood 
the operations ofthe human heart, if it was not 
always the result, that when the great scheme of 
reform, or a great plan of improvement, was on 
foot, the smallest advantage was regarded by the 
reformers, as the point from which they might 
march to conquest. Hasnot (asked Mr. C.)this 
always been the case? The smallest advantage 
(said Mr. C.) gained by the Abolitionists in that 
body, would be hailed from one end of the coun- 
try to the other—nay, it would be trumpeted 
throughout the world, as a sigual proof that vic- 
tory hovers over their standard. To-day they 
will say we have gained so much, to-morrow we 
shall achieve more; and the great and unappreci- 
able blessing of liberating the last slave of the 
human race will be ours. Were gentlemen then 


prepared to commence a course of action which | 


would inflict ruin on the great pray of the com- 
munity, deep and irremediable? Were they pre- 
pared to sow the seeds of dissension, and reap a 


harvest of blood and desolation? Surely not. Of | 


all the calamities which had ever threatened our 
country, this was the most to be dreaded, and the 
most cautiously to be avoided. There was another 
view to be had of the subject. 


Singe the agitation of this question of abolition | 


unfortunately commenced in this country, there 


was a facility of communication, a medium of in- | 


tercourse, with the great body of the slaves, by | 


which they well understood what was done here, | 


and by which they would well understand what 
was the first step towards the great plan of their 
emancipation. When you take any step here, 
(said Mr. C.,) will you be able to satisfy them 
that it is the last? They will readily perceive that 
itis the first, but will you be able to tell them that 
itis the last? Impossible, impossible, (said Mr. 
C.) You will excite a feeling of alarm and indig- 
nation at the South, while you will raise the hopes 
and speculations of the North. You will awaken 
hopes in the slave population, which never can be 


put to sleep, and cause discontent, if not rebellion, | 


among an otherwise contented and happy race. 
What then was the duty of a good and wise man 
under such circumstances? It was plain. Awa- 
ken not hopes which may lead to a fierce contest, 
which will inevitably create alarms and distrusts 
you never can sooth. Kindle not the flame which 
may light the insurgentto blood and conflagration, 
and consume the altar of your liberties in the gen- 
eral conflagration. Your course is a plain one. 
wet matters remain as they are. We of the South 
ask no favors of you but to keep 
from, and not bring the action of this Government 
to bear on, our domestic institutions, for remem- 
ber that you never can repair the mischief that 
you may do. 


Mr. WEBSTER said the gentleman from | ' | or 
Georgia had very unnecessarily, as he thought, || was rejected—yeas 17, nays 26. 


your hands || 
|, SOUTHARD, and TOMLINSON; afier which 


brought him (Mr. W.) into the discussion. He 
(Mr. W.) was not in his seat when the various 
petitions on the subject of slavery were presented, 
and, therefore, had not the opportunity of present- 
ing with them those that had been accumulating 
in his drawer. He supposed, however, that a 
gentleman who had petitions there might take his 
own time in presenting them, subject only to the 
business and convenience of the Senate. The 
gentleman, it seems, had referred to the proceed- 
ings of a meeting held in Boston in 1819, of which 
he waschairman. He had no recollection of those 
proceedings. 


Mr. CUTHBERT referred the gentleman from || 
| Massachusetts to where he might find the printed 


pamphlet; it contained resolutions declaring opin- 
ions which if carried out would lead to the infer- 
ence that Congress possessed the power to prohibit 
the transfer of slaves from one State to another. 

Mr. WEBSTER could not now say what 
might have been the opinions expressed in the 
resolutions referred to, or what they would lead to 
if carried out. He however had no hesitation in 
giving it as his deliberate opinion that Congress 
did, under the Constitution, possess the power of 
legislating on the subject of slavery in the District 
of Columbia. 

With respect to the other subject in the resolu- 
tions, the power to regulate the transfer of slaves 
from one State to another, there was no doubt in 
his mind but that Congress also possessed this 
power. The Constitution conferred on Congress 
the power to regulate trade between the States, and 
so long as slaves remained as property, they were 
the subjects of commerce, and as such came within 
the views of the Constitution. Mr. W. said, he 
would refrain from expressing any opinion as to 
the expediency of the exercise of the above pow- 
ers; he only wished to be understood as claiming 
that Congress possessed them. Mr. W. referred 
to the act of Congress on the subject of slaves 
escaping from one State to another, to show that 
Congress had already exercised the power which 
the Senator from Georgia took him to task for 
asserting that it pdssessed. 

Mr. CUTHBERT observed, that the country 
could now, from the admissions of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, learn what his opinions were. 
So far he (Mr. C.) was satisfied. The gentleman 
could give but one interpretation to the Boston 
resolutions, which had been referred to. The 
occasion on which they were introduced—the sub- 
ject which then agitated the country from one end 
to the other—the time and manner of introducing 
them—all concurred in proving that the gentleman 
could have had but one object in view. The meeting 
was called during the agitations of the memorable 


| Missouri questicn, and the first resolution declared 


that Congress possessed the power to abolish 
slavery in the Territories of the Union, while the 
second was declarative of the power to prohibit 
the transfer of slaves from one State to another. 
View the whole character of the proceedings, and 
no other construction can be put on them than 
such as is revolting to the feelings of the South, 
and dangerous to the peace of the country. 

The devate was further continued by Messrs. 
King of Georgia, RIVES, CALHOUN, WEB- 
STER, CUTHBERT, WALL, and EWING 
of Ohio; after which 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to lay the question 
on the table; and this motion was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 31, nays 15, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs.Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, Dana, 
Fulton, Grunay, Hubbard, Kent, King of Ala- 
bama, King of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Moore, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Page, Preston, Rives, Robin- 
son, Ruggles, Sevier, Spence, Strange, Walker, 
White, and Wright—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, 
Hendricks, Knight, Morris, Niles, Prentiss, 
Kobbins, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Wall, and Webster—15. 

Petitions were further presented by Messrs. 
WRIGHT,WALL, BENTON, HENDRICKS, 


Mr. EWING, of Ohio, moved that the Senate 
adjourn. 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays 
on the question; which being ordered, the motion 
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which had been recommitted the 
bill to limit the sales of the public lands to actual 
settlers, reported the same with several amend- 
ments; which were read, and, 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the same was 
ordered to be printed and made the order of the 
day for to-morrow. 

‘he Senate then adjourned. 


| 
| . 
| | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monpay, February 6, 1837. 


On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the House, by 
general consent, took up the report made on Sat- 
urday by the joint committee of the two Houses, 
in relation to the mode and manner of proceeding 
in counting the votes for President and Vice Pres- 
ident of the United States. 

A message from the Senate having at that mo- 
ment arrived, informing the House that that body 
had agreed to the same report and resolutions, 

Mr. THIOMAS moved that it be taken up and 
concurred in. 

The report was read, and concluded with the 
following resolutions: 

**Resolved, That the two Houses shall assemble 
‘in the Chamber of the House of Representatives 
‘on Wednesday next, at twelve o’clock, and the 
‘President of the Senate shall be the presiding 
‘ officer; that one person be appointed a teller on 
‘the part of the Senate, and two on the part of 
‘the House of Representatives, to make a list of 
‘ the votes as they shall be declared; that the result 
‘shall be delivered to the President of the Senate, 
‘who shall announce the state of the vote, and 

| * the persons elected, to the two Houses assembled 
‘as aforesaid, which shall be deemed a declaration 
‘of the persons elected President and Vice Presi- 
‘dent of the United States; and, together witha 
‘list of votes, be entered on the Journals of the 
‘two Houses. 

‘* Resolved, That in relation to the votes of 
‘ Michigan, if the counting or omitting to count 
‘them shall not essentially change the result of 
‘the election, they shall be reported by the Presi- 
‘dent of the Senate in the following manner: 
‘* Were the votes of Michigan to be counted, the 
‘result would be for A B for President of the 

| ‘United States ——— votes. If not counted, for 

| *A B for President of the United States —_—— 
‘votes. But in either case A B is elected Pres- 
‘ident of the United States.” And the same man- 
‘ner for Vice President.’” 

Mr. MERCER was understood to make an in- 
quiry of the chairman (Mr. Tuomas] in relation 
to the fact, whether any votes have been given by 
persons not competent, under the Constitution of 
the United States, to vote as electors of President 
and Vice President. 

| Mr. THOMAS said a few words in expla- 

nation. ‘The committee on investigation, had 
found that there were three individuals im North 
Carolina, one in New Hampshire, and one in 
Connecticut, elected to the electoral college, who 
bore the same name with those of individuals 
who were deputy postmasters under the General 
Government, and the impression on the minds of 
the committee was, that they were consequently 
the same individuals. 

The committee, he said, came to the conclusion 
that, whether these votes were counted or not, 
the general resuit would not be affected, and they 
did not feel themselves authorized to recommend 
their rejection. ‘The chief reason was, that it 
would bea very delicate power to be exercised 
on the part of Congress to determine upon the 
qualification of electora of President and Vice 
President of the United States. It was with the 
committee, also, a matter of considerable doubt 
whether, if such an inquiry should be gone into, 
it did not belong to the electoral college itself to 
judge of the qualifications of its own members. 
The committee, however, had expressed a very 
decided disapprobation of any officer of the Gen- 
eral Government participating, in the manner these 
gentleman have done, in the election of President 

, and Vice President of the United States, and they 
‘had proposed a remedy, by either giving the 
|, power to reject to the college or to Congress, as 


‘| might be deemed most expedient. 
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had been omitted by the gentleman from Mary- 


gentlemen referred to had probably all resigned 
before they gave in their votes fur President and 
Vice President. 

Mr. THOMAS had not adverted to that fact, 


because the committee came unanimously to the | 


conclusion that they were not eligible at the time 


they were elected, and therefore the whole pro- 


ceeding was vitiated ab initio. 


Mr. CRARY called for a division of the ques- | 


tion. He was disposed to vote for the first clause 
of the resolution, but not for that part which made 
a disposition of the electoral votes of the State of 
Michigan. He thought that Michigan ought to 
be placed on an equal footing with the original 
States. The resolution made a distinction in the 
votes unfavorable, and, as he conceived, unjust, 
to his own State. Michigan was now asovereign 
State of the Union, and, if the election of Presi- 
dent should come before the House, she would be 
entitled to a vote in her sovereign character. 
When Indiana was in an analogous position her 
electoral votes were received and counted. It was 
true, that the votes of Missouri in 1821 were placed 
in the same position that those of Michigan now 
are; but on the ground solely that Missouri was 
not a State of the Union at the time the electoral 
votes of the States were counted. Michigan was 
now in the Union, and Congress ought not to place 


her votes in a position so equivocal as they were | 


found in the resolution before us. They were not 
rejected by it, nor were they received. Elethought 
they ought to be received, and to enable him to 
express that opinion he had moved a division of 
the question. 

The resolutions were then severally concurred 
in without a division. 


PENSION SYSTEM. 
Mr. C. ALLAN asked the leave of the House 


to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That this House will, on Thursday 
next, at one o’clock, resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and take 
up and consider the bill (No. 353) entitled **A bill 
to extend the provisions of an act entitled *‘ An 
act supplementary to the act for the relief of cer- 
tain surviving officers and soldiers of the Revolu- 
tion,’ approved 7th June, 1832.”’ 

Mr. SARVIS objecting, 

Mr. ©. ALLAN moved a suspension of the 
rules for this purpose, and called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 75, 
nays 95. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

COMMITTEE SERVICE% 


Mr. PIERCE, of New Hampshire, Mr. MAR- 
TIN, of Alabama, and Mr. PEYTON, of Ten- 
nessee, severally rose and stated that having been 
appointed members on a select committee, which 
had leave to sit during the sessions of the House, 
and being members also of the standing Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, which likewise had a similar 
permission, they found it impossible to discharge 
their duties on both committees, and they there- 
fore asked to be excused from attendance on the 
latter during the balance of the session. 

The motion of the gentlemen was agreed to, 
and other members ordered to be appointed in their 
places on the Judiciary Committee. 


COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


The unfinished business, being the motion of 
Mr. Avams to reconsider the vote of the House 
by which a memorial of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society of Kentucky was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, was then taken up. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN made some few remaks 
vindicating the members of the Colonization So- 
ciety against the charge of their being abolitionists, 
and stated furthermore that he believed this ques- 
tion was merely raised for the purpose of attempt- 
ing to slide in a discussion on the subject of aboli- 
tion, he therefore moved the previous question. 


Mr. ADAMS hoped the gentleman from Ten- | 


nessee would allow him to make some remarks in 
“ to those which the gentleman had just made. 

r. CALHOON, of Kentucky, appealed to the 
gentleman to withdraw the motion to allow him 


Mr. CAMBRELENG stated in addition, what (| to make 


| ment to getin their petitions. 
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vious question, when he had concluded. 
Mr. t 


man of them could be charged with entertaining | 
doctrines favorable to the abolitionists; and that 
they were as far from being abolitionists as any 


a statement in relation to these petitions, | 
|, and said he would renew the motion for the pre- | 
land, that it appeared, from examining the list of 
reappointments of deputy postmasters, that the | {1UNTSMAN withdrew the motion, when || 
Mr. CALHOON said he felt it due to the peti- || 
tioners to state to the House that they were men | 
| of the first respectability, and that not a single 


February 6 


Mr. ADAMS admitted the fact, but he ex 
it was because the member in question wa 
to present it himself. 

Mr. BOON took an appeal from the decision of 
the Chair, and briefly argued the point. 

The CHAIR restated the grounds of his de. 
cision, and it was sustained by Messrs. MER 

CER, VANDERPOEL, and VINTON, and op, 
_ posed by Messrs. HARDIN and LANE; when 

Mr. BOON said, to save the time of the } 


plained, 
8 unable 


Louse, 





men in that House, or in any part of the nation. 


For himself, (Mr. C. said,) he did not think there || 
was any sort of connection between this coloniza- || 


tion society and the abolitionists. Not wishing | 
to discuss this question, he renewed the motion | 
for the previous question. | 

Mr. PATTON moved to lay the motion to re- | 


consider on the table. 1} 
After a few words by Messrs. ADAMS, PAT- |. 


TON, McKAY, DENNY, andthe CHAIR, as to 
the effect of laying this motion on the table, 

Mr. PINCKNEY called for the yeas and nays, 
which were not ordered; and the motion to lay it 
on the table prevailed—ayes 121, noes not counted. 


On last Monday Mr. HARLAN, of Kentucky, | 
had presented a memorial of similar tenor with | 
the above, which, giving rise to debate, lay over | 
till to-day. The motion to commit was pending. | 

Mr. JARVIS moved to lay the motion to com- | 
mit on the table; which was agreed to without a | 
division. 

PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 


Messrs. PARKS, FAIRFIELD, and JARVIS, 
of Maine; 
CUSHMAN and BEAN, of New, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Messrs. 
Hampshire; 
[Mr. CusuMan presented the petition of sundry | 


Inhabitants of Rye, New Hampshire, asking for 


an appropriation for the improvement of Rye 
harbor; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also, the petition of John Jenkins, asking re- 
muneration for injuries sustained from vessels of | 
the United States being anchored near his prem- 
ises; which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. ] 

Messrs. PHILLIPS, BRIGGS, CUSHING, 
LAWRENCE, REED, and CALHOUN, of 
Massachusetts; 

{Mr. Lawrence presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of Boston, for 
the establishment of a national bank in the city 
of New York. The petitioners state that there | 
is a great derangement in the currency of the 
country, and particularly in the domestic ex- 
changes, which can only be regulated by the 
establishment of a national bank. ‘The memorial 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce.]} 

Mr. ADAMS presented a great number of peti- | 
tions praying for the abolition of slavery in the | 
District of Columbia, both from citizens of his 
own State and from those of other States; while 

roceeding in the latter, 


Mr. ROBERTSON raised the point of order | 


whether it was competent for a member to present 
petitions from a State of which he was not a mem- | 
ber, and thereby forestall other States behind his | 
own. He asked for the decision of the Chair on 
the point; remarking that he was well assured, if 
the Chair decided according to his own judgment, 
and not according to precedent, he would sustain 
the point. The practice of which he complained 
was a clear and palpable violation of the rule, in 
principle at least, if not in its letter. 
The CHAIR stated that the practice adverted to 
had uniformly prevailed inthe House. The period 
was but recent, when the rule was adopted call- 
ing for memorials in the order of States, and | 


was to avoid the confusion and embarrassment | 


of a number of members rising at the same mo- 
Every member had 
a right to presenta petition, come from what quar- 
ter it might. 


another question, and be an invasion of the rule. 


Mr. DAWSON had been given to understand | 
that such a case had occurred that very morning; | 


a gentleman from New York having passed over 


.@ petition to the gentleman from Massachusetts. 


Perhaps the case of a member hand- | 
ing over a petition to another gentleman, in order | 
to give jt a preference or priority, might present | 


| he would withdraw the appeal. 
- CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, renewed j; 
an : 
Mr. PATTERSON demanded the previous 
| question. 

Mr. GLASCOCK appealed to the mover ty 
withdraw the motion, in order to afford Mr. G. an 
opportunity of briefly assigning the reasons tha 
would govern him in the vote he was about to 


ive. 
, Mr. PATTERSON said he felt compelled to 
decline acceding to the request. 

The previous question was then seconded by the 
House without a division. 

Mr. GLASCOCK asked for the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main question, but the House 
refused to order them, and the main question was 
ordered without a division. 

The main question being, ** Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” 
was taken by yeas and nays, (on the motion of 
| Mr. Apams, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 

139, nays 29; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, An. 
thony, Bailey, Barton, Beale, Bean, Beaumont, 
Bockee, Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, Brown, Buchanan, 
Burns, William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Casey, 
George Chambers, Chapman, Chapin, Chetwood, 
Childs, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Corwin, 
Cramer, Crary, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, 
Deberry, Denny, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dun- 


lap, Efner, Evans, Everett, Farlin, Fowler, 


French, Granger, Grantland, Grennell, Haley, 


|| Joseph Hall, Hiland Hall, Hard, Samuel S. Har- 


rison, Albert G. Harrison, Haynes, Hazeltine, 
Henderson, Herod, Hoar, Holsey, Holt, How- 
ard, Howell, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, 


| Joseph R. Ingersoll, William Jackson, Janes, 


Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, 
Benjamin Jones, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, Law- 


| rence, Lay, Gideon Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, 


Lincoln, Loyall, Job Mann, William Mason, 
Moses Mason, Sampson Mason, May, McComas, 


_ McKennan, McKeon, Mercer, Miller, Milligan, 


Montgomery, Morris, Parks, Patterson, Patton, 

| James A. Pearce, Pearson, Phelps, Phillips, Pinck- 
ney, Potts, Rencher, John Reynolds, Joseph Rey- 
nolds, Ripley, Russell , Schenck, Seymour, Augus- 

tine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles,Slade, 
Sloane, Smith, Spangler, Sprague, Steele, Storer, 
Sutherland, Taylor, John Thomson, Underwood, 
Vanderpoel, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, 
Washington, White, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas 
T. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Wil- 
liams, Yell, and Young—139. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Bouldin, Bynum, 
Carr, John Chambers, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, 
John F. H. Claiborne, Gholson, Glascock, Gra- 
ham, Grayson, Griffin, Hamer, Hardin, Haw- 
kins, Hopkins, John W. Jones, Lane, Lewis, 
Lyon, McKay, McLene, Morgan, Owens, Rich- 
ardson, Robertson, Rogers, Thomas, and Waddy 
Thompson—29. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed by the 
House. 

Mr. ADAMS then proceeded, and further pre- 
sented abolition petitions from New Hampshire, 
New York, Michigan, Virginia, (nine ladies in 
Fredericksburg,) &c. : 

Mr. ADAMS next stated he had in his posses- 
sion a paper, upon which he wished to have & 
decision of the Speaker. The paper (he said) came 

‘from twenty persons declaring themselves to be 
slaves. He wished to know whether the Speaker 
would consider this paper as coming under the 
rule of the House. 

| The CHAIR replied that the gentleman having 
| the paper in his possession was the best judge ©! 
the matter, but if the gentleman would send the 
paper to the Chair he would then decide. ; 
| r. ADAMS said, if he sent it to the Chair, !t 
\| would then bein possession of the House, whereas 
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, » wished to know of the Speaker whether it came 
eg + rule before he presented it. The paper 
surported to be from slaves; and this was one of 
those cases, Which it had occurred to his own mind 
was an imposition. ‘The paper was signed partly 
by persons who could not write, they having made _ 
their mark, and partly by persons, judging from 
the writing, of little education. He would send | 
the paper to the table. : ; 

Me. LAWLER objected to its going to the table. 

The CHAIR said as this was a novel case, he 
would leave it to the House, and take its advice 
and counsel. 7 | 

Mr. HAYNES wasastonished at the course pur- 
sued by the gentleman from Massachusetts, not 
only on this day but on every petition day for some | 
weeks since, but his astonishment had reached a 
height which he could not express, when the gen- 
tleman rose and asked leave to present a paper 

urporting to come from slaves. e could not tell 
in what manner a proposition of this kind shouid 
be treated, but he had to express his surprise, that 
this measure should be brought forward. He 
moved that the petition be not received. 

Mr. LEWIS. I beg to say that I hope no man 
coming from the South—— f 

Mr. HAYNES. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. LEWIS rose and said, he was glad to hear 
the gentleman from Georgia withdraw his motion 
for a rejection of this petition. ELe hoped no gen- 
tieman from a slaveholding State would either ar- 

ue or vote upon the question of reception. He 
thought that the Representatives of the slavehold- 
ing States should demand that the attempt to intro- 
duce such a petition should instantly put in requisi- | 
tion the power of the House to punish the member 
for such attempt. If this is not done, and that 
promptly, every member from the slave States 
should immediately, in a body, quit this House, and 
go home to their constituents. We have no longer 
any business here. 

Mr.GRANTLAND. I will second the motion 
for punishment, and go all lengths for it. 

Mr. ANTHONY moved the previous question | 
on the question of reception. (Cries of No! No!) 

Mr. ALFORD inquired what kind of petition it 
was that the gentleman from Massachusetts pro- 
posed to present. (Loud cries of ‘* He ought to be 
expelled !””] 

The CHAIR directed the Clerk’s minutes to be | 
read, which set forth that it was ** the petition of 
twenty-two persons, declaring themselves to be 
slaves, and wishes to know whether it comes 
within the order of the House.”’ 

Mr. ALFORD said if the member from Massa- | 
chusetts should insist upon presenting his memo- 
rial he would move that it be instantly burnt. | 
[Cries of ‘* No!” ** No!” «* Expel him!”’ ** Expel 
the mover !”” 

Mr. PATTON then arose, and stated that he 
had taken occasion to examine another petition 


presented by the gentleman from Massachusetts, | 


described as coming from nine ladies of the town 
of Fredericksburg, in Virginia. Mr. P. stated 
there, in his place, as a member, and upon his 
responsibility, that there was the name of no lady 
of that town appended to that paper, nor a single 


name to it which was of decent respectability. | 


He believed, however, they were genuine signa- 
tures, for he did recognize among them the name 
of only one individual, and that was of a free ne- 
gro or mulatto women, of notoriously infamous 
character and reputation. Mr. P. accordingly 
moved a suspension of the rule, for the purpose of 
enabling him to make a further motion to take that 
petition from the table, and return it to the gen- 
tleman who presented it. 

Mr. ROBERTSON asked for the yeas and nays 
on that motion; which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 131, nays 50; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Chilton Allan, Ashley, | 


Beale, Bean, Bell, Black, Bockee, Bond, Boon, 
Bovee, Boyd, Bunch, Bynum, John Calhoon, 
Cambreleng, Carte:, John Chambers, Chapman, 


Chapin, Chetwood, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, John | 


F. H. Cluiborne, Coles, Connor, Corwin, Cramer, 
Cushing, Cushman, Deberry, Doubleday, Drom- 
goole, Elmore, Efner, Farlin, Forester, Trench, 
Fry, Galbraith, Gholson, Garham, Granger, 
Grantland, Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Hannegan, 
Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Albert G. Harrison, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Hoar, Holsey, Holt, Hop- 
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| kins, Howard, Howell, Huntington, Huntsman, 
| Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave John- 
'son, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Klingen- 

smith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, Lay, Gideon Lee, 
Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Logan, 

Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, William Mason, Moses 
'Mason, Sampson Mason, Maury, McCarty, 
McKay, McKeon, McLene, Mercer, Miller, Mil- 
ligan, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Owens, 
Page, Patterson, Patton, Pickens, Pinckney, 
Rencher, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Ripley, 
Robertson, Rogers, Seymour, Augustine H. Shep- 
perd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Spangler, 
Steele, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Thomas, John Thomson, Waddy Thompson, 
Turner, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Wagner, Ward, 
Webster, White, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Wil- 
liams, and Yell—131. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Ash, 
Bailéy, Beaumont, Bouldin, Briggs, Brown, Buch- 
anan, Burns, William B. Calhoun, Carr, Casey, 
George Chambers, Crane, Crary, Darlington, 
Denny, Evans, Grennell, Haley, Hiland Hall, 
Hard, Samuel S. Harrison, Hazeltine, Henderson, 
Herod, Hubley, William Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, 
Kilgore, Lawrence, Job Man, May, McKennon, 
Morris, Parker, Pearson, Phelps, Phillips, Potts, 
John Reynolds, Russell, Slade, Sloane, Sprague, 
Vinton, Elisha Whittlesey, and Young—50. 

So the rule was suspended. 

Mr. PATTON then submitted the motion indi- 
cated above, and reiterated his former statement 
in reference to the character of the signers of the 
memorial. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, then 
moved the following resolution, in the form of an 
amendment to Mr. Parron’s motion: 

Resolved, That the Hon. Joun Q. Apams, by 
the attempt just made by him to introduce a peti- 
tion, purporting on its face to be from slaves, has 
been guilty of a gross disrespect to this House, and 
that he instantly be brought to the bar to receive 
the severe censure of the Speaker. 

Mr. ‘T’. made some remarks in support of his 
motion. 

Mr. HAYNES moved the following substi- 
tute; 

That Joun Q. Apams, a Representative from 
the State of Massachusetts, has rendered himself 
justly liable to the severest censure of this House; 
and 1s censured accordingly, for having attempted 
to present to this House the petition of slaves. 

Cries of ** No!’ ** No!”? Let him be brought 
to the bar!”’ 

Mr. H. deemed his amendment preferable to 
the original resolution, as it was conformable to 
precedent. 

After some remarks at considerable length from 
Mr. GRANGER, 

Mr. LEWIS submitted the following substitute 
for the original resolution: 

Resolved, That Joun Q. Apams,a member from 
the State of Massachusetts, by his attempt to in- 
troduce into this House a petition of slaves for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
committed an outrage on the rights and feelings 
of a large portion of the pecple of this Union, a 
fiagrant contempt on the dignity of this House; 
and by extending to slaves a privilege only be- 
longing to freemen, directly incites the slave pop- 
ulation to insurrection; and that the said member 
be forthwith called to the bar of the House, and 
censured by the Speaker. 

This substitute was accepted by Mr. Tuomp- 
SON. 

Thediscussion was further continued by Messrs. 

|| WISE and HARDIN, when 

| Mr. ADAMS obtained the floor, and stated that 
|| he considered it to be his duty to remain silent 
|| while these resolutions, charging him with high 
crimes, were pending; but gentlemen had gone on 
consuming the time of the House in such manner 
that he felt he was under the obligation to rise 
and ask them to modify their resolutions, because 
it might be that if he was brought to the bar of 
the House he would put an end to this resolution 
from the fact of its erroneous statements. ‘The 
resolution charged him w:th attempting to present 
a petition from slaves for the abolition of slavery. 
Mr. A. said he had not attempted to present a 
petition of this description at all. He bad risen 
\| in his place, and stated to the Speaker that he had 
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in his possession a paper from persons represent- 
ing themselves to be slaves; but he had not stated 
what the object of it was, or what its prayer was; 
and he had asked the Speaker whether, if he pre- 
sented this paper, it would be included under the 
general order of the House, and be laid upon the 
table accordingly; and he meant to have the de- 
cision of the House before he proceeded one step 
further. He had stated to the Speaker that he 
would not send the paper to the Chair until the 
question was settled whether it would come under 
this general rule. As to the fact in relation to the 
prayer of the petition he would simply state to 
the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Lewis,}] who 
had assumed, and sent to the Clerk’s table a res- 
olution importing that the petition was for the 
abolition of slavery, that the gentleman was mis- 
taken, because it was the very reverse of this; and 
if the gentleman was going to have him brought 
before the bar of the House, he must amend his 
resolution. If the gentleman was about to press 
his motion, and the House was about to adopt it, 
they would be under the necessity of seeing what 
the paper was, and to that he would willingly 
submit. He would be willing the petition should 
be received and considered, and he would be will- 
ing for almost anything except to grant the prayer 
of this petition, because the gentleman from Ala- 
bama might find that its prayer was precisely 
what he had been so strenuously contending for. 
Mr. A. then went on to reply to some remarks 
which had fallen from the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Grancen;] after which he made a 
defense of his conduct in presenting the petition 
of certain persons from Fredericksburg. He con- 
tended that the character of the petitioners should 
not be made the grounds for rejecting petitions, if 
they were couched in respectful language. All 
petitions, he contended, should be received, whether 
they come from the highest or wealthiest individ- 
uals in the land, or whether they come from the 
poorest or lowest in character. The Sultan of a 
despotic Government was bound to receive the 
petitions of the vilest of his subjects, and he hoped 
that no distinction would be made in petitions ina 
free Government, so long as they were in respect- 
ful language. 

The debate was further continued by Mr. 
MANN, of New York, and Mr. THOMPSON, 
of South Carolina, when the latter gentleman 
submitted the following modification: 

Resolved, That the Hon. Jonn Quincy Apams, 
by an effort to present a petition from slaves, has 
committed a gross contempt of this House. 

Resolved, ‘That the member from Massachusetts, 
above-named, by creating the impression, and 
leaving the House under such impression, that 
said petition was for the abolition of slavery, 
when he knew it was not, has trifled with the 
House. 

Resolved, That the Hon. Jonn Quincy Apams 
receive the censure of this House for his conduct 
referred to in the preceding resolutions. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
PICKENS, CAMBRELENG, LEWIS, GLAS- 
COCK, PINCKNEY, LAWLER, WISE, and 
JENIFER; and on motion of the last gentleman, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, February 7, 1837. 


Mr. BROWN presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Beaufort, North Carolina, praying for 
an appropriation for the purpose of erecting a 
marine hospital at that place; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. BROWN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
erecting a marine hospital at Beaufort, North 
Carolina. 

Mr. McKEAN presented two memorials from 
sundry citizens of Pennsylvania engaged in the 
various branches of the coai trade; one being 
from citizens of Schuylkill county, and the other 
from citizens of Mauch Chunk, Northampton 
county, in that State, remonstrating against the 
reduction of the duty on foreign coal; which were 

: laid on the table. 
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A petition from sundry citizens of Wisconsin, 
praying for the enactment of preémption laws; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

A petition from the trustees of the University 
of Wisconsin, praying for a donation.of land for 
the purpose of endowing said University; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Public | 
Lands. 

A petition from the citizens of the town of 
Dubuque, Wisconsin Territory, praying for the 
establishment of a board of commissioners to 
settle and adjust titles to lots in said town; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

A petition from sundry citizens of Wisconsin, 

raying for the construction of a road in said 
Territory; which was referred to the Committee 
on Koads and Canals. 

A petition from sundry citizens of Wisconsin, 
praying for an alteration in the mode of selling 
the public lande; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

A petition from sundry citizens of the same Ter- 
ritory, praying for an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a road from Milwaukie to Cassville, 
and from Chicago to Green Bay; which was | 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

A petition from the inhabitants of Clay and 
Clinton counties, Missouri, praying for the estab- | 


lishment of an additional land office; which was || 


referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. TIP TON presented the memorial of sundry 
citizens of Ohio and Indiana, praying for an 
appropriation for the construction of a road; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads | 
and Canals. 


Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of || Alexandria and Falmouth Railroad Company, | 


William Davenport, praying for a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. W RIGHT presented the petition of sundry | 


resentatives, or of some similar bill, for the reduce | 
tion of the revenue to the wants of the Government; 
which was laid on the table. 


on Finance. : 

Mr. BAYARD presented certain resolutions 
adopted by the Legislature of the State of Dela- | 
ware, condemnatory of the expunging resolutions, | 


Senate, and instructing their Senators to use their 
exertions to get the same rescinded. 
Mr. B. remarked that the object of the joint 
resolutions he had presented, was to have the ex- 
unging resolutions, passed the 16th of January 
ast, rescinded, and that the Journal of the Senate 
should be restored to the state in which it was 
before their passage. He was aware that it would 
be unparliamentary, at the present session, to 
move in the matter, because it was the sense of 
the body now that the resolutions should be un- 
disturbed; but, in compliance with the wishes of | 
the Legislature of Delaware, he would take the 


seat in this Senate, he would use his earnest efforts | 
to accomplish the object they had in view. 
trusted that the day was not far distant when 
Senators, entertaining the opinions he did, would | 
be able to restore the Journal to its former condi- 
tion, and to rescind the resolutions of the Senator 
from Missouri. 


Mr. BROWN observed that he had no doubt | 


the gentleman would persevere, in order to attain 


the object of his wishes. He (Mr. B.) would vote | 


for the printing of the joint resolutions. But, at 


the same time, he would mention a fact, and that | 


was, that when an honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire, (Mr. Hitt,] presented from his State 
certain instructions, though of an opposite char- 
acter to those before the Senate, the courtesy of 


printing was not extended to his State. Mr. B. | 


thought, however, that it was but extending a 
proper courtesy to every State, to order their 
resolutions to be printed, as was almost invari- 
ably done. 


He | 


Baldwin, late a surgeon of the Navy, praying for 
a pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. MORRIS presented two memorials and 


joint resolutions, one on the subject of lands grant- 
ed to Ohio for canal purposes, and sold by the 
Governor, and the other on the subject of the 


lands ceded by the Wyandot Indians for the pur- | 
pose of making a road; which was referred to the || 


Committee on Roads and Canals. 


sundry citizens of Ohio, one signed by males the 


other by females, praying for the abolition of | 
slavery in the District of Columbia; one of which | 


being read, 
Mr. WALKER objected to their reception. 
Mr. HUBBARD moved that the question, as 


to the reception of the petitions, be laid on the 
table. 


Mr. MORRIS called for the yeas and nays; | 


which were ordered; and the motion was carried 
in the affirmative—yeas 27, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, Dana, Ewing of 


Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Kent, King | 
of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, | 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Parker, Preston, | 
Robinson, Ruggles, Strange, Walker, White, and | 


Wright—27. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ewing of Ohio, Hendricks, 


Knight, McKean, Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Rob- | 


bins, Swift, Tipton, and Tomlinson—11. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
| Reuben James; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. PARKER presented the petition of the 


praying for the aid of Congress in the construc- 
tion of the work; which was referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Roads and Canals, 
citizens of Brooklyn, New York, praying for the | | 


passage of the bill now before the House of Rep- || 


Mr. McKEAN submitted the following: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 


| Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of granting commutation to the heirs, of the late 


; _ || Major John Brooks. 
Mr. KENT presented the memorial of Eliza- || 


beth Scott; which was referred to the Committee || 
| 


CLAIMS ON MEXICO. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by AnpRew Jackson, Jr., Esq., 
his Private Secretary, as follows: 


| To the Senate of the United States: 
which have been adopted and acted on by the | 


At the beginning of this session, Congress was 


|| informed that our claims upon Mexico had not 


been adjusted, but that, notwithstanding the irri- 
tating effect upon her councils of the movements 
in Texas, | hoped, by great forbearance, to avoid 


| the necessity of again bringing the subject of them 


to your notice. That hope has been disappointed. 


| Having in vain urged upon that Government the | 


justice of those claims, and my indispensable obli- 
gation to insist that there should be ‘no further 


delay in the acknowledgment, if not in the redress | 


of the injuries complained of,” my duty requires 
that the whole subject should be presented, as it 


|| now is, for the action of Congress, whose exclu- 


liberty of stating that, at the next session, and || sive right it is to decide on the further measures of 


every succeeding session that he might retain a || 


redress to be employed. The length of time since 


| some of the injuries have been committed, the 


repeated and unavailing applications for redress, 


the wanton character of some of the outrages upon | 


the property and persons of our citizens, upon the 


| officers and flag of the United States, independent 
| of recent insults to this Government and people 


by the late Extraordinary Mexican Minister, 


| would justify, in the eyes of all nations, imme- 


diate war. That remedy, however, should not 
be used by just and generous nations, confiding 


in their strength, for injuries committed, if it can | 


be honorably avoided; and it has occurred to me 
that, considering the present embarrassed condi- 
tion of that country, we should act with both 


| wisdom and moderation, by giving to Mexico one 
| more opportunity to atone for the past, before we 


take redress into our own hands. To avoid all 


| misconception on the part of Mexico, as well as to 
| protect our own national character from reproach, 


this opportunity should be given, with the avowed 
design and full preparation to take immediate satis- 


. ' the H f f th ult 
Mr. MORRIS presented two petitions from | sion Cu mepresemtanves of the 13th ul 


_ of the demand for it. To this end I recommend that 
an act be passed authorizing reprisals, and the yse 


_ of the naval force of the United States by the Ry. 


| ecutive against Mexico, to enforce them, in the 
| event of a refusal by the Mexican Government to 
_ come to an amicable adjustment of the matters in 
controversy between us, upon another demanq 
thereof made from on board one of our vessels of 
war on the coast of Mexico. 
The documents herewith transmitted, with those 


|| accompanying my message in answer to a cal) of 


imo, 
y of 


pon 


_ will enable Congress to judge of the proprie: 
| the course heretofore pursued, and to decide 
the necessity of that now recommended. 
Af these views should fail to meet the concyr. 
| rence of Congress, and that body be able to fing 
in the condition of the affairs between the two 
| countries, as disclosed by the accompanying doc. 
| uments, with those referred to, any well-grounded 
reasons to hope that an adjustment of the cop. 
| troversy between them can be effected without » 
resort to the measures I have felt it my duty to 


|| recommend, they may be assured of My codpera- 


tion in any other course that shall be deemed hop- 


| orable and proper. 
ANDREW JACKSON. , 
Wasnineton, February 6, 1837. 


The message having been read, it was, on mo- 
| tion of Mr. BUCHANAN, ordered to be printed, 
together with the accompanying documenis, and 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which the subject had been referred 
by a resolution of the Senate, reported a bill for 
|| the relief of Thomas A. Smith, receiver of public 
moneys at Franklin, Missouri; which was read, 
|, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the Committee on 
|| Private Land Claims was discharged from the 
| further consideration of the petition of William 
|| Barclay. 


|| Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Com- 
|| merce, reported a bill to provide for the completion 
| of the title of the United States to the site of the 
|| light-house on Roanoke marshes; which was 
| read, and ordered to a second reading. 

| On motion of Mr. BROWN, the Committee on 
| Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the 
|, further consideration of the petitions of the heirs 
| of Henry Conner and the heirs of George Cook. 
| On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee 
/on Claims was discharged from the further con- 
| sideration of the petitions of John McDonald and 
‘| William D. Cheever; and the Committee on Rev- 
_olutionary Claims was discharged from the fur- 
| ther consideration of the petition of the heirs of 
Everard Chapman. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
‘aims, reported without amendment, the bill 
from the House for the relief of David Kilbourn. 
Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
/ Roads and Canals, to which had been referred 
| the petition of Samael Raul, asking the patronage 
of Congress for his invention to prevent the burst- 
ing of steam boilers, and the resolution of the 
Senate on the same subject, made a special re- 
port thereon; which was read, and two thousand 
extra copies were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EWING, of Illinois, from the Committee 
on Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
John H. McIntosh, reported a bill for his relief; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, the same committee 
| was discharged from the further consideration 0! 
the petition of Daniel Bradley. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whieh had been referred 
various petitions from mail contractots, pray!)s 
for additional allowances, reported a bill for their 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the 
| Public Lands, reported a bill to fix the salaries of 

the surveyor general of Arkansas, and of (he 

drafisman and clerks employed in his office: which 
|; was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
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Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported, without amendment, the bill from 
the House amending the act of the last session, 
establishing branches of the Mint; which was 
taken up for consideration in the Committee of the 
Whole, read a second time, and ordered to athird 
reading. 3 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, re- 
orted, with an amendment, the bill from the 
House making approptiations for the support of 
the Army; which was read a second time, and 
ordered to a third reading. 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the 
etition of John Hewson, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Thaddeus 
Fairbank; which was read twice, and referred. 


Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill to restore to ceriain in- 
yalid pensioners the pensions by them relin- 
quisheds which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Frankuin, their Clerk, 
stating that the House had concurred in the reso- 
jutions reported by the joint committee as to the 
mode of examining and counting the votes for 
President and Vice President, and that the House 
had appointed Messrs. Tuomas and INGERSOLL | 
tellers on their part. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


The following resolutions were submitted, con- 
sidered, and adopted: 

By Mr. EWING, of Illinois: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for the relinquishment of the 
reversionary interest of the United States in all 
Indian reservations made at the treaty of Camp 
Tippecanoe, in October, 1832, between the Gov- 
ernment of the United States and the Pottawata- 
mie, Otto, and Chippewa Indians. 

By Mr. ROBINSON: || 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands inquire into the expediency of allowing to 
George Davenport the right of preémption to his 
farm upon Rock Island, Illinois. 

By Mr. NORVELL: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
inquire into the expediency of making appropria- | 
tions for building light-houses at New Buffalo, 
Kalamazoo river, North and South Black river, 
Grand river, Saginaw river, Windmill Point at 
the outlet of St. Clair, and upon Stony Point, in 
the county of Monroe, State of Michigan; for the 
improvement of the harbors at the mouths of said 
rivers, at New Buffalo, Havre Bay, the mouth of 
Stony Creek, and at that of Ciinton river; to | 
improve the harbor at Mackinac; to remove the | 
bar at the mouth of the river St. Marie; to build || 
a light-house at that point; and for the establish- | 
ment of a port of entry at the town of Lower | 
Saginaw, in the State of Michigan. || 

By Mr. WHITE: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he || 


is hereby, required to inform the Senate whether || 
commissions or any othercompensation, is allowed || 
to officers of the Army, or to other persons who || 


| nations. 
_ astonished that outrages of this kind had been com- 


| in reference to these matters. 


greatest outrages ever committed on the rights of 
individuals by a civilized Power. The resolution 
proposed to ask from the President copies of any 
correspondence that may have taken place with 
the British Government relative to the seizure, by 
the British authorities, of the slaves who were 
carried as passengers in two American vessels. 
One of these vessels had sailed from Wilmington, 
in the State of North Carolina, for New Orleans, 
having on board some slaves, the property of a 
gentleman removing from that State to the State 
of Mississippi; and she was wrecked near New 
Providence where the slaves were forcibly seized 
and detained. The Legislature of North Carolina 
had, in consequence, expressed their disapproba- 
tion of such unwarrantable conduct, and unani- 


|| mously passed resolutions calling upon the General 
|| Government to institute an inquiry into the mat- 


ter. The other case was that of a vessel bound 
from Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, to 
Charleston, South Carolina. Having met with 
very stormy weather, she was forced into the 
port of Bermuda, where the British authorities 
took possession of the slaves, and set them at 
liberty. He insisted that there was not a clearer 


|, constitutional question, than that a vessel sailing 


from one port of the United States to another, was 
as free from search as the territory of the United 
States itself; and when a vessel was forced by 
stress of weather into a foreign port, she was 
entitled to commiseration on account of her situ- 
ation. The claims of humanity, he held, were, 
in such cases, to be superadded to the laws of 
These points being so clear, he was 


mitted for the last three years. He did not doubt 
for a moment but that the Executive had done 
his duty, and exercised his accustomed vigilance, 
But still he (Mr. 
C.) was at a loss to perceive how it happened, 


, after such a lapse of time, that the slaves had not 


been restored, nor any compensation made to the 
owners. Now, this resolution he had introduced 
for the purpose of getting information on the sub- 
ject, and in order that justice might be done to our 
citizens. 

At the suggestion of Mr. GRUNDY, 

Mr. CALHOUN modified his resolution, so as 
to insert in it the words, ‘* provided the President 
does not deem it incompatible with the public 


| interests;’’ and the resolution, thus amended, was 


adopted. 


SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands, 


|| except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, 


was taken up for consideration. 
Mr. WALKER made a few remarks explana- 


| tory of the amendments. 


Mr. RUGGLES moved to amend the fourth 
section in the third line, by inserting after the 


| words *fany applicant who shall prove,”’ the 
_words, ‘*to the satisfaction of the register and 
| receiver.” 


Mr. WALKER remarked that the amendment | 


was unnecessary, though he had no objection to 
it. 
Mr. RUGGLES asked for the yeas and nays; 


| which were ordered. 


After some remarks from Messrs. LYON, 
BAYARD, WALKER, and EWING, of Ohio, 
Mr. RUGGLES modified his amendment so as 


|| simply to require a residence on the tract of three 


months prior to the Ist of December, 1836. 
On taking the question, the amendment was re- 


receive salaries monthly, or daily pay, for dis- || Jected—yeas 23, nays 25. 


bursing public moneys in payment of annuities to | 
Indians, or for any other purposes connected with 
the Indian department; and, if so, what is the | 
measure of compensation allowed or claimed, and | 
to whom have such allowances been made, or by | 
whom have such claims been sent up. 


AGGRESSIONS ON SOUTHERN VESSELS. 


The resolution offered by Mr. Catuoun, calling | 
on the President for information in regard to the | 
aggression committed by the authorities of Ber- | 
muda on a southern vessel, freighted with slaves, | 
which was driven by distress into the ports of*| 
Bermuda, being before the Senate, 

Mr. CALHOUN observed, that the cases re- 
ferred to in the resolution presented one of the 








| Mr. RUGGLES then renewed his motion to 
| insert a provision that the cultivation should be 
| proved to the satisfaction of the register and re- 
| ceiver. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. KING, of Georgia, submitted an amend- 
ment, requiring that the applicant for preémption 


| shall make oath before the register and receiver that | 
| he has not received the benefits of any preémption || 


| law heretofore passed by the United States. 


vote: 


YEAS — Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, | 


| Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Ewing of 
| Ohio, Kent, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
| Knight, Morris, Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, 
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Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and 
W hite—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Buchanan, 
Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Rives, Robinson, 
Sevier, Strange, Walker, and Wright—23. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved an amendment 
providing that no preé.nption shall be granted to 
lands to which the Indians had not been removed 
at the commencement of such occupancy. 

On taking the question, this amendment was 
also rejected—yeas 16. nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Davis, 
Ewing of Ohio, Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, 
Nicholas, Prentiss, Robbias, Southard, Swift, 
Fomlinson, Wall, Webster, and White—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buch- 
anan, Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Llubbard, King of Alabama, 
Linn, Lyon, Moore, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, 
Page, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Walker, 
and Wright—25. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, moved an amendment 
requiring a residence of two years in five on the 
land, instead of one year; which was rejected by 
‘the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clayton, 
Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, King of Georgia, 
Knight, Morris, Prentiss, Robbins, Southard, 
Swift, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and White— 
iy # 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buch- 
anan, Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, 
Linn, Lyon, Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Page, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, 
Walker, and Wright—26. 

Mr. WALKER submitted an amendment to 


| correct an error in the copy, to strike out the word 


| ** during, 


*? and insert the word * within;’’ the 


effect of which is to require that the cultivation 


| shall be made within the year, instead of during 


the year. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, said, that under this 
amendment the mere digging for half an hour 
would be a sufficient cultivation. 

Mr. WALKER said that the amendment was 


| necessary, because, as the provision now stood, 


the settler must prove a continued cultivation 
during the whole year. 
The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was adopted by the following vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buch- 
anan, Cuthbert, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, 


| Graney, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, 
y 


| Linn, 


on, Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, 


| Norvell, Page, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, 
| Walker, and Wright—25. 


| Knight, Prentiss, Robbins, 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clayton, 
Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, King of Georgia, 
Southard, Swift, 
Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and White—16. 

This bill being on its passage, 

Mr. CALHOUN, after some remarks, said he 
was satisfied that the time had now arrived when 
it would be better to surrender to the new States 
the lands which lie in them. This would be bet- 


| ter for the new States, us well as the old. 


This amendment was rejected by the following | 


He then submitted an amendment, providing 
| that the public lands remaining unsold shall be 
ceded to the States in which they lie—the States 
to be at the expense of the surveys, and of ex- 
tinguishing the Indian title, and to relinquish the 
five per cent. now reserved for them for internal 
improvements—the States to be restricted from 
selling the lands for less than $1 25 per acre till 
the year 1841, after which they are permitted to 
reduce the price by a gradual process for twenty 
years. Thirty-three and one third per cent. of 
the gross amount of the sales is to be paid by the 
| States to the Government. The President’ shall 
| close the land offices, and the commissioners of 
the land offices shall cease in each State as soon 
as it shall notify the Government of its acceptance 
of the terms of this act. ; 

Som? other conditions arid restrictions are im- 
posed, not recollected by the reporter. J 

Mr. BENTON said he should object to making 
| any new arrangement as regarded the new States 
| to extend over twenty or thirty years, because we 
| were on the eve of a new census. I[t was highly 
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improvident for the new States to do so, taking 
into consideration all the other circumstances con- 
nected with the subject. 


fr. BUCHANAN remarked that he had heard | 
a great deal upon that floor about bribing the | 


ae pw with their own money. Such arguments 
’ 


ad been reiterated again and again. They had, | 
however, not produced much effect upon his mind. | 


But, upon the same ane these remarks had | 
without intending to | 


been formerly made; an 
make any personal matter of this with the Senator 


from South Carolina, he must say that this was | 


a most splendid bribe. It gave all our lands, 
without fee or without price, to the western States, 
and the only restriction upon those States was, 
that they should not bring all the lands into the 
market at once. 


Now, he had one objection to the amendment | 
aoe by the Senator from South Carolina. | 

e believed it was the first time that sucha prop- | 
osition had been made upon either floor of Con- | 
gress; and he solemnly did protest against the | 
principle that Congress had any right, either in || 
equity or justice, to give away that property to || 


any individuals or States whatsoever. This land 


was acquired by the common blood and treasure | 


of the country. So far as respected the land ceded 
by the State of Virginia, it belonged to the re- 
spective States. It is theirs, not ours, and we had 


no more right to give it away than we should have | 


to giveaway the property of our own constituents. 
Congress had a right to legislate for its govern- 


Treasury of the United States. 


bers of the Senate. 


Mr. BLACK did not feel willing to vote for the | 


amendment proposed by the Senator from South 


Carolina at this time; but there was nothing in- | 


compatible with the bill already debated why this 


amendment should not hereafter assume the shape ||“ Apams, by an effort to present a petition from | 


of a bill. 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, regarded the amend- | s Bein 


‘62. Resolved, That the member from Massa- || 


- : : Yeon || *chusetts, above-named, by creating the i - 
»roposition of the Senator from South Carolina. || : oes 6 mpess 


ment as infinitely better than the bill. 
Mr. WALKER hailed with great pleasure the 


t proposed to disenthral the people of the western 
States from that abject attituge in which they 


were placed in regard to the General Government. | 
The effect of it was to place them, at no remote 
period, on the same footing as any of the other | 


States of this Union. Whilst he was willing to 
support the bill under consideration, he could not 
withhold expressing his opinion, which was due 
alike to himselfand his constituents, that, although 
he should vote most cheerfully for the bill reported 
from the Committee on the Public Lands, yet he 


infinitely preferred the bill of the Senator from | 


South Carolina. And, if there was a prospect of 
that bill becoming a law, he would give it his 
hearty support. He cared not whether a measure 
came from a political friend or foe, he was in- 
clined to do him justice. He would return his 


thanks to the honorable Senator in the name of | 


the people of the West. He hoped there wasa 
majority favorable to the amendment; and if not, 
he should vote for the bill under consideration. 


Mr. LINN would be sorry should there be a | 
majority in favor of the proposed amendment, | 


instead ofthe bill immediately under consideration. 
Under present circumstances, he could not vote 
for the amendment, and was willing to take the 
bill as it was, as the best he could get. 


Mr. SEVIER approved of the amendment, pre- | 


ferring it to the bill, but was, at this time, afraid 
to vote for it, lest it should endanger the bill. 


After a few words from Messrs. BENTON, | 


SEVIER, LINN, and NORVELL, Mr. Cat- 
HOUN’s amendment was rejected by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, King of Georgia, 
Moore, Morris, Robinson, Sevier, and White—7. 

NA YS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Bucli- 
anan, Cuthbert, Ewing of Ohio, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, Kent, King of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, 
Moore, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Prentiss, 
Rives, Robbins, Southard, Strange, Swift, Tom- 
linson, Walker, Wall, and Wright—2s. 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


_ February 7, 


had stated to the Speaker that he had in his posses. 








|| ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, by the ] 


| following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buch- | 
anan, Cuthbert, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grun- | 
dy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, || 
Linn, Lyon, Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, || 


Norvell, Page, Rives, Robinson, Strange, Walker, 
and Wright—24. 


Robbins, Sevier, Swift, 
White—16. 
The Senate adjourned. 


om 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvesvay, February 7, 1837. 


cluded, 

Mr. ADAMS rose and said the minutes on the 
Journal of the proceedings of yesterday were not, 
in one particular, sufficiently explicit. The Jour- 


' should set forth that Mr. Lewis had moved, or 


offered to move, that resolution as an amendment, | 


'and that then Mr. Tuompson, of South Carolina, 
accepted it. 


| After some conversation between Messrs. | 
eran e THOMPSON, of South Carolina, | 
ment and security, but they had no right to give || ER, EVEREDT, WILLIAMS, of Ken- 
it to the citizens yr the kc Marta te more right | tucky, ALFORD, ELMORE, and MERCER, 
than they would have to put their hands into the || the Journal was amended according to the sug- | 
He therefore | 
hoped that the amendment.would not obtain the | 


eanction of any considerable portion of the mem- | 


| gestion of Mr. Apams. 
CONTEMPT OF THE HOUSE. 


| The House then resumed the consideration of 
| the unfinished business of yesterday, being the 
| ** privileged question”’ of censure embraced in the 
| following resolutions, submitted by Mr. Tuomp- 
| son, of South Carolina: 

*©1. Resolved, That the Hon. Jonn Quincy 


‘slaves, has committed a gross contempt of this 


‘sion, and leaving the House under such impres- 
| * sion, that said petition was for the abolition of 

‘slavery when he knew it was not, has trifled 
| * with the House. 


‘© 3. Resolved, That the Hon. Joun Quincy | 


‘ Apams receive the censure of the Elouse for his 

| * conduct referred to in the preceding resolutions. ’’ 

The question pending was the following, sub- 
mitted as a substitute by Mr. Haynes: 

** Resolved, That Joun Quincy Apams, a Rep- 


|| "resentative from the State of Massachusetts, has | 


‘rendered himself justly liable to the severest 
| ‘censure of this House, and is censured accord- 
|S ingly, for having attempted to present to this 
|‘ House the petition of slaves.” 


Mr. JENIFER, who was entitled to the floor, |, 
| rose and stated that he was exceedingly gratified | 
| to have it in his power to state that a voluntary || 


| explanation had been made since the adjournment 


of the House, by the gentleman from New York | 
(Mr. Campretenc] to his colleague, (Mr. | 


| Pearce,} which was satisfactory. 


Mr. J. then begged leave to propound an in- || 
| quiry to the venerable member from Massachu- || 


setts, [Mr. Apams.] Fle read the following pro- 
| ceedings from the Globe of this morning, and 


' he would respectfully ask that gentleman if that | 


| report was correct ? 


‘*Mr. Apams then proceeded, and further pre- | 


| * sented abolition petitions from New Hampshire, 
i? New York, Michigan, Virginia, (nine ladies in 
| * Fredericksburg,) &c. 
| Mr. Apams next stated he had in his posses- 
_‘sion a paper, upon which he wished to havea 
| ‘decision of the Speaker. The paper, he said, 
| * came from twenty persons declaring themselves 
‘to be slaves. He wished to know whether the 
‘Speaker would consider this paper as coming 
| “under the rule of the House.”’ 

Mr. ADAMS said it must be perfectly within 


} the recollection of the Speaker, that what was there 


stated in the Globe was correct. He did not pre- 


nal stated that Mr. T'uHompson, of South Carolina, | 
moved a modification of his own resolution * at | 
the suggestion of Mr. Lewis, of Alabama;”’ | 
whereas, Mr. A. contended that the Journal | 


sion a paper, purporting to be from twenty-two 
slaves, and he had asked the Speaker whether a 
petition of this kind would come under the rule of 
the 18th of January last, and the Speaker said as 
it was a novel question, he would take the senge of 
the House upon it, He had also stated, before jie 


| commenced presenting his petitions, that he haq 
NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Davis, Ewing of | 
Ohio, Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, Prentiss, | 
Wall, Webster, and | 


some in his possession, which it had occurred tg 
him were impositions; as by the order of the }8:) 
of January members, who had an atiachmen 
to the right of petition, were liable to imposition 
|He had stated that, among the petitions whic), 
| were in his possession, he had the suspicion that 
/some of them were not genuine; and he wou) 
/appeal to members to say whether he had no; 


: || given this statement when he presente yer 
As soon as the reading of the Journal was con- | 6 F d several 


of his petitions. He had given this statemeyt 
when he stated he had in his possession the pet). 
tion purporting to be from slaves; but he did not 
say, and no member of the House had the righ; 
to infer, that this paper was for the abolition of 
slavery. It was impossible for him to have said 
any such thing; for if the Elouse had received the 
petition, and it had been read, they would lustantly 
have seen that he made a false statement. He 
would furthermore say that if it had been a peu- 
tion of slaves for the abolition of slavery, he should 
| at least have paused before he brought the subject 
before the Flouse in any form. However sacred 
| he might hold the right of petition, he wou!d stil] 
exercise a discretionary power in bringing before 
the House petitions which it was his opinion 
ought not to be presented; that discretionary 
power, however, he would use with prudence, 
| and he would say that the mere circunistance of 
a petition being from slaves would not prevent 
him from presenting it; and if he should have 
incurred the censure of the House for so doing, 
he was ready to receive it. A gentleman had said 
on yesterday that he would as soon receive a peti- 
tion from a horse or a dog as from slaves. Sir, 
(said Mr. A.,) if a horse or a dog had the power 
of speech and of writing, and he should send him 
| a petition, he would present it to the Elouse; aye, 
if it were from a famished horse or dog, he would 
| present it. What wasa petition? Itwasa prayer, 
a supplication to a superior being; that which we 
offer up to our God; and if the Creator of the 
| Universe did not deny to the lowest, the humblest 
and the meanest the right of petition and suppli- 
| cation, were they to say they would not hear the 
prayer of these petitioners because they were 
slaves? If slaves sent to him a petition for any- 
| thing unjust or improper, or anything which the 
|| House ought not to hear, he would pause at least 
| before he asked of the Speaker the same question 
_which he asked on yesterday. If, however, on 
| the contrary, he should receive a petition from 
slaves, praying that not only himself, but all others 
who presented abolition petitions should desist, 
_because it only tended to weld the chains of 
| slavery; and if he should receive a petition from 
slaves, saying that they were perfectly satisfied 
with their situation, and that they would rather 
be slaves than freemen, that their masters were 
kind to them, and that when they were reduced to 
| infirmity by old age, their masters would take 
care of them, and praying that they mfght be left 
in this situation, he would, if the House would 
|, permit him, present it. 
As he had. before said, however, he had not 
presented this petition to the House, and he was 
| yet waiting the Speaker’s decision before he could 
| determine whether he would present it. If the 
House should decide that it was not a paper which 
came under the order of the 18th of January, and 
was not admissible, he should not present itatall. 
| He would take this opportunity of saying to the 
|| House, that however much he might have been 
|| misunderstood by gentlemen, there was nothing 
|| farther from his intention than to trifle with the 
|| House on this occasion; and never in the course 
|| of his life had he intended to pay a greater respect 
to the rules of the House,and the rights and privi- 
|| leges of members. Had he consulted his own 
| feelings, he would have presented the paper to the 
|| House; but, from the respect he paid to the rules 
| of: the House, he had asked the decision of the 
|. Chair before he presented the paper. 
| Mr, JENIFER said, if the gentleman paid such 


Afer a short discussion, the bill was then |. sentthe petition, but keptitin his possession. He |! veneration to the right of petition, why not present 
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+. petition to the House without asking the de- 
bie Pw of the Speaker? The gentleman had never | 
onid so much regard to the decisions of the 
Speaker heretofore, as it must be within the rec- | 
ollection of every gentleman that, on almost every 
etition day, the gentieman had come in collision 
ca the Speaker in his efforts to transgress the 
rules of the House; and Mr. J. could not conceive 
why he had paid so much regard to the decision 
of the Speaker on this occasion, unless it was that 
he wished to shield himself behind the decision 
of the Speaker. He hoped the gentleman from 
Massachusetts would perform his duty as he con- 
sidered it, and present this petition; and then the 
House would know what course to take. Mr. J. 
felt a deep interest in this matter, being from one | 
of the frontier slaveholding States, and he wished 
to resist at the very threshold every effort to throw 
fire-brands among the slave population. He had 
heretofore refrained from taking part in these dis- | 
cussions, because he did not wish to add to the 
excitement which already existed; but if the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts should present a peti- | 
tion of the kind, which raised this discussion, he 
should not only not vote for either of the resolu- | 
tions which had been brought before the House, 
but he would vote for the expulsion of the mem- 
ber presenting it. | 


Mr. DROMGOOLE said he preferred actionina || 


i] 


question of this character rather than debate, and 
he had risen only for the purpose of requesting | 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. THomp- 
son] to accept a modification he would send to the | 
Clerk’s table. 

The modification was read as follows: 

1. ** Resolved, That the Hon. Joun Quincy 
‘Apams,a member of this House, by stating in his | 
‘place, that he had in his possession a paper pur- 
‘porting to be a petition from slaves, and inquiring | 
‘if it came within the meaning of a resolution 
‘ heretofore adopted, (as preliminary to its presen- | 
‘tation) has given color to the idea that slaves have 
‘the right of petition, and of his readiness to be 
‘their organ; and that for the same he deserves the 
‘censure of this House. 

2. ** Resolved, That the aforesaid Joun Quincy 
‘ Apas receive a censure from the Speaker in the 
‘presence of the House of Representatives.”’ 

Mr. THOMPSON accepted the above as a sub- | 
stitute for his own resolution. | 

Mr. HAYNES said he had intended to have | 
availed himself of the opportunity of making a 
defense against the charges thrown out upon | 
those who had voted for the resolution of the 18th | 
of January. But preferring with his friend from | 
Virginia action rather than discussion, he would | 
refrain from doing so, and confine himself to with- 
drawing his amendment. 

The question then recurred upon the original | 
resolution & modified at the suggestion of Mr. 
DroMGoo.e. 

Mr. ELMORE trusted there was no intention 
of arguing this subject, but that the South would | 


and in the South, to put down fanaticism in the | 
one, and rebellion in the other. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained. What he | 
had said was, that there was virtue and spirit 


enough among the vast population of this Union, | 


East, West, North, and South, which would keep | 
the two extremes from breaking down the barriers | 
of the Constitution; but he had not used the word 
** rebellion,’’ but ** insurrection,’’ and had made 
no application to the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina. 

Mr. PICKENS was perfectly satisfied, and had 
not himself understood the gentleman as saying 
what he had referred to, but others had. 

Mr. LAWLER then took the floor, and insist- | 
ed, at some length, that the explanation of the | 
member from Massachusetts was anything but 
satisfactory, and he made an earnest appeal to 
him to retract what he had done. 


Mr. ROBERTSON gave his reasons why he |) 


should vote against the resolution, because it vio- 
lated the freedom of speech, though he considered 
the explanation of that gentleman as an aggrava- | 
tion of the original offense. 
The debate was further continued by Messrs. | 
ALFORD and HOLSEY in support of tHe adop- | 
tion of the resolution, and by Mr. LINCOLN in 
_ Opposition to it. 
| Mr. BYNUM then addressed the House at 
/ some length, and concluded by submitting the | 
| following proposition: 


insert, ‘* That an attempt to present any petition 
‘or memorial from any slave or slaves, or free 


|| * negro, from any part of the Union, is a contempt 


‘ strife and confusion incompatible with the digni- 


‘ty of the body; and that any member guilty of || 


‘the same, justly subjects himself to the censure 
‘of the House. 


“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to || 


‘inquire into the fact whether any such attempt 
‘has been made by any member of this House, 
‘and report the same to the House as soon as 
‘ practicable.” 
| Mr. GRAVES addressed the House at length 
in opposition to the resolution before the House. 


Mr. PHILLIPS then inquired whether the res- | 


olution of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
| which was proposed as an amendment, was in 
order. He made this inquiry because he consid- 


ject lost its character of a question of privilege. 
| The CEIAIR decided that it was in order. 
| Mr. PHILLIPS appealed from this decision, 
| and went on briefly to discuss his point of order. 
| The CHAIR then stated the grounds of his 
decision, and read the parlimentary law on the 
| subject. 
| Mr. PHILLIPS said, to save the time of the 
House, he would withdraw the appeal. 

Mr. PATTON obtained the floor, and made 


| some few remarks—invoked gentlemen of the 


present united action, and an undivided front, and || South not longer to discuss this subject, but to 
suffer all minor differences of opinion to subside. || take the vote as soon as northern men were dis- 
Mr. PICKENS made a brief explanation in || posed to do so. Mr. P. concluded by moving 


relation to his remarks on the adoption of the | 
resolution on the 18th ultimo, viz: that ordering 
all abolition papers on the table. In denouncing | 


| the following resolutions as an amendment to the 
| amendment: 


| Resolved, That the right of petition does not 


that resolution itself he had been misapprehended, | belong to slaves of this Union; that no petition 
if it had been inferred that he coupled with it any || from them can be presented to this House with- 


denunciation of those who voted for it. 


He had || out derogating from the rights of the slaveholding 


spoken of the resolution, both last session and the || States, and endangering the integrity of the Union. 


present, as pitiful and contemptible, and as trifling || 
with the rights of the South, but not with any | 


desire to cast disrespect upon any gentleman who 
had felt disposed to,and who had supported it on 
both occasions. That opinion he still entertained, 
seeing the feeling and unanimity that it gave him 
pleasure to say had been manifested on the present 
occasion, and he hoped and trusted that, so far as 
he was concerned, and so far as he was identified 
with the South, they would present but one em- 
bodied, single, and unbroken phalanx. 

He desired a word of explanation from the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. CamBre.ena,] in 
relation to some remarks that were said to have 
fallen from him yesterday, though Mr. P. himself 
had not heard them. He had been informed this 
morning that the gentleman had said to the effect 
that he trusted there was virtue and spirit enough 
(and this was in reply to Mr. P.) in the North 


| Resolved, That every member who shall here- 


_ after present any such petition to this House, ought 
|| to be considered as regardless of the feelings of 
| this House, the rights of the Sonth, and an enemy 
| to the Union. 

Resolved, That the Hon. Joun Quincy Apams 
| having solemnly disclaimed a design of doing any- 
| thing disrespectful to the House in the inquiry he 
| made of the Speaker as to the right of petition 
| purporting to be from slaves, and having avowed 
| his intention not to offer to present the petition, if 
| the House was of opinion that it ought not to be 
| presented—therefore all further proceeding as to 
| his conduct now cease. 
|| Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, regretted 
|, to see those gentlemen who had been most zealous 

on yesterday, in urging him to introduce his reso- 
|| lution,and who even said it was not strong enough, 
| falling off one by one from him to-day. The res- 
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ered that if this resolution was in order, the sub- || 
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olution was before the House, and he would not 
withdraw it, if it did not get but three votes, 
because he believed the House had been treated 
with disrespect. He then went on in reply to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Graves,| and the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Linconn,] advert.ng with some severity to 


the history of New England. 


Mr.CALH:' UN addresseg the House at length 
in support of the resolution. 

Mr. CUSHING followed in opposition to the 
resolution, discussing at some length the nght of 
petition, and repelling the indignity east upon the 
early history of New England by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, 

Mr. FRENCH said he was much exhausted, 
and wishing to address the House on the subject, 
he hoped the House would adjourn, and he there- 
fore moved an adjournment. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked for the yeas and 
nays, but the House refused to order them, and 
the question being taken by tellers was decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 101, noes 34. 

So the House adjourned at six o’clock, p.m. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, February 8, 1837. 
The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the War Department, transmitting a report from 
the Commissioner of Indian A ffuirs, relative to the 


compensation of Indian agents. 
Also, a communication from the same, trans- 


|| mitting a report from the Second Auditor, relative 
|| to the trade with Indian tribes; and, on motion of 
‘of the House, and calculated to embroil it in a || 


Mr. WHITE, they were severally referred to the 
| Committee o9 Indian Affairs, and the first was 
ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 
Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of 


Scott; which was reterred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 


Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of four- 
teen or fifteen hundred persons of the mercantile 
community of the city of New York, praying for 
the establishment of a national bank in that city. 

Mr. W. said that the petitioners set forth the 
| deranged state of the currency, and expressed 
their opinion that the establishment of a bank in 
| the city of New York would be highly beneficial 
to the mercantile community, and have the effect 
of regulating the currency and exchanges of the 
country. 

Accompanying the petition was a short com- 
| munication from the committee raised for the pur- 
pose of preparing and presenting it. They make 
known that the signers are highly respectable, 
and they set forth what he believed to be true, 
from his own observation, that these fourteen or 
fifteen hundred names had been brought together 
without regard to political opinion. Looking over 
the names, and perceiving those of men of different 
political opinions, he was satisfied of the correct- 
ness of the sentiments avowed by the committee. 

Mr. W.’s opinions, with regard to the power of 
Congress to create banks, had long been known, 
and they remained the same, because of the neces- 
sity of the Government to use some sort of banks 
as fiscal agents. And he must say, as he had 
before done, that the argument of the honorable 
Senator opposite, [Mr. Morris,} made. three or 
| four years ago, seemed to him (Mr. W.) unan- 
| swerable, and that was, that if the Government 

had the power to pass a law to use a corporation, 
it possessed the power to create one. 

Now, if the use of a corporation were necessary 

to the Government in order to carry on the fiscal 

operations of the country, it appeared to him that 








Congress had precisely the same power to create 
a bank as to pass a law allowing the Government 
to use a corporation of that character. And, he 
had always been of the opinion, that when, by 
law, Congress gave their sanction that the State 
banks should act as agents of the Government, 
that every argument against the constitutionality of 
the Bank of the United States fell to the ground. 
He concurred in the opinion of the Senator from 
Ohio, that if Congress had the power to use, it 
had the power to create. 

W hen this subject was last before the Senate, he 
expressed his determination never again to mootit, 
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until public opinion should have been clearly and || 


most unequivocally expressed. He had, therefore, 
great pleasure in presenting the memorial. The 
experience of the last forty years had shown that 
the country required an institation to regulate its 
fiscal concerns. He, however, well knew thatany 
movement here on the subject was of no use, until 
public opinion should have demanded it. ‘That 
ublic opinion would, undergo a change, he be- 
Sound, and that at no remote period. He velieved 
it was the opinion, not only of the mercantile por- 
tion of the people of New York, but of the people 
generally from this city to Maine, that five sixths 
of the banks are necessary to regulate the currency 
as well as the exchanges of the country. 
The memorial was then laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. LINN presented two petitions, numerously 
signed by citizens of Carroll and Ciay counties, 
Missouri, praying for the establishment of an ad- 
ditional land office; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 


Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Indiana, praying for the passage of a 
law granting preémption rights to the settlers on 
the public lands; which was referred to the same 


committee. i 


Mr. MORRIS presented the petition of sundry | 
citizens of Loraine county, Ohio, praying for the | 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WALKER objected to the reception of the | 
petition; and 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the question of 
reception was laid on the table. | 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which had been referred the bill from 
the House for the relief of Erastus Fairbanks and 
Thaddeus Fairbanks, reported the same without 
amendment; and 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, and by unani- 
mous consent, the bill was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered to a third 
reading. 


SAC AND FOX INDIANS. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Anprew Jackson, Jr., 
his Secretary, transmitting a communication from 
the War Department relative to the treaty recent- | 
ly submitted to the Senate made with the Sac and 
Fox iadians. 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to cede the 
public lands to the States in which they lie, on 
equitable provisions. 


GAD HUMPHRIES. 


| of the Senate shall call the names of Senators in | 
alphabetical order, and each Senator will, when | 
| his name is called, name the person for whom he 


aypointed on the subject of counting the votes for || 
President and Vice President, &c., &c., reported || 
the following resolution, in further execution of | 


the duties assigned to them: 

Resolved, That a committee of one member be 
appointed by the Senate to join a committee of 
two members to be appointed by the House of 
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Representatives, to waiton Martin Van Buren, | 
of New York, and inform him that he has been | 
constitutionally elected by the electors of the seve- | 


ral States, President of the United States for four 
years from the 4th day of March, 1837. 

The resolution was adopted, and Mr. Grunpy 
was chosen on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. GRUNDY then, on the part of the joint 
committee, submitted the following resolution; 


and adopted: 


the presence of the two Houses of Congress, given 


February 8, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wepnespar, February 8, 1837. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, rose, anq m 


| marked that, as this was the day set apart for the 
| special order, (on the election of Presiden: 


Vice President of the United States,) he oe 


submit to the judgment of the House whethe,- it 
would not be expedient to pass over the question 
of privilege (on the resolution of censure Upon 
Mr. Apams) then under consideration, for the 


| present, and either pass to the orders of the da 


_ and take up the business on the S 


| reports during the morning hour. 


| which, by unanimous consent, was considered | 


' peaker’s table 
or give the committees an opportunity of making 
He hoped this 
might be done without any special motion to 
that effect. For himself, he would prefer that 

the House would consent to the presentation of 


|| reports. 
Whereas, upon counting the electoral votes in 


at the late election for President and Vice Presi- | 


son has received for the office of Vice President 


| dent of the United States, it appears that no per- | 


of the United States a majority of the votes of the | 


whole number of electors appointed; and it also 


appearing that Ricuarp M. Jounson, of Ken- || 
tucky, and Francis Graneer, of New York, | 


have the highest numbers on the list of those voted 
for to fill the office of Vice President: 

Resolved, That the Senate do now proceed to 
choose a Vice President from the said RicHarp 
M. Jounson and Francis Grancer, they having 
the two highest numbers on the list; and the man- 
ner of voting shall be as follows: The Secretary 


votes; and if a majority of the whole number of 


Senators shall vote for either the said RicHarp | 


M. Jounson or Francis GRANGER, he shall be 
declared, by the Presiding Officer of the Senate, 


| constitutionally elected Vice President of the Uni- 
ted Siates for four years, commencing on the 4th 


day of March next. 
In pursnance of the above resolution, the names 
of the several Senators were called over in alpha- 


| betical order, and they voted as follows: 
For Richard M. Johnson, of Kentucky—Messrs. 


Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of 


| Georgia, Linn, Lyon, McKean, Moore, Morris, 


| Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Parker, | 


Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tall- 


/madge, Tipton, Walker, and Wright—33. 
M-. CALHOUN gave notice that he would to- || 


Mr. EWING, of Illinois, from the Committee || 


on Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Gad 


Humphries; which was read, and ordered to a | 


second reading. 
BRANCHES OF THE MINT. 


establishing branches of the United States Mint, 
was read the third time and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of | 
Representatives, by Mr. Frankuin, their Clerk, 
stating that the House had appointed the Hon. | 
Levi Linco.n a teller on their part, under the | 
joint resolution to regulate the mode of counting | 
the votes for President and Vice President of the 
United States, and that the House was ready to 


| Majority necessary to a choice,...ceescessees27 | 
| Quorum required by the Constitution ........35 


; . _ || Whole number of Senators present and votes. .49 | 
The bill to amend the act of the last session || 


> | 

For Francis Granger, of New York—Messrs. 
Bayard, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing | 
of Ohio, Kent, Knight, Prentiss, Robbins, South- | 


ard, Spence, Swift, Tomlinson, Wali, and Web- 


ster—16. 
|| The President of the Senate then announced || 


the result as follows: 
The whole number of Senators of the United 
States is... 2 


nr 
Seem eee eee eee esos essere eeeeseesed 


Of these— 


_Ricuarp M. Jounson, of Kentucky, received, 33 


receive the Senate, and to proceed to count the | 
gaid votes, in conformity with the Constitation, || 


and in pursuance of the said joint resolution. 

The Senate then left the Senate Chamber, and | 
proceeded to the House of Representatives, pre- 
ceded by their Secretary and Sergeant-at-Arms. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The Senate having returned from the House of 
Representatives, the President resumed the chair; 


when ’ 
Mr. GRUNDY, from the joint committee 


| Nives, and Ropinson, were appointed as thecom- |, 


| 
i 


| Francis Grancer, of New York............16 


From which it appears that Ricnarp M. Joun- 
son, of Kentucky, having the votes of a majority 
of the whole number of Senators, as required by 


the Constitution of the United States, is duly | 
|| elected; and I, therefore, declare that Ricnarp M. 


Jounson, of Kentucky, has been chosen by the 
Senate, in pursuance of the provisions contained 


| in the Constitution, Vice President of the United 


States for four years, commencing with the 4th 
day of March next. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the joint committee, sub- | 


The CHAIR remarked, that he had two mes. 
sages from the President of the United States, ang 
several executive communications, which would 
be first in order. 

Mr. GHOLSON objected, on the ground, he 
said, that he was desirous of having the business 
before the House first disposed of. 

The CHAIR did not understand the suggestion 
of the gentleman from Ohio as contemplating an 
| extension of the postponement of the privileged 

question beyond the morning hour. ™ 
|| Mr. GHOLSON still objecting on the ground 
above stated, 
| Mr. WHITTLESEY moved a suspension of 
the rule, for the purpose of submitting a motion 
| to postpone the question of privilege under eon- 
sideration till the special opder of the day was 
disposed of. ° 

Mr. GHOLSON asked for the 
but they were not ordered. 

The motion to suspend the rule was agreed to; 
as was also that to postpone the question of priv- 

ilege, severally, without a division. 


THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the 
following message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States: 

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

In compliance with the resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 3d instant, I herewith 
| transmit the report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
| which affords all the information required by said 
resolution. The President begs leave to add that 
| he trusts all facilities will be given to this exploring 

expedition that Congress can bestow, and the 
| honor of the nation demands. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
Wasuineton, February 6, 1837. 


On motion of Mr. PHILLIPS, the message 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
_ the state of the Union, and ordered tobe printed. 


CLAIMS ON MEXICO. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House a 
| message from the President of the United States 
in relation to our affairs with Mexico. 

[See Senate proceedings of yesterday for this 
message. | - 

The message having been read, 
| On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, it was 

referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
| ordered to be printed. 


| EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 

_ following Executive communications: 

I. A communication from the Secretary of 

| War, transmitting the general returns of the 

| militia of the United States, of their arms, ac- 
couterments, &c.; which, on motion of Mr. 

| THOMSON, of Ohio, was laid on the table, and 

| ordered to be printed. 

'| II, A communication from the Secretary of the 

Treasury, in pursuance of a resolution of the 


yeas and nays; 





mitted a resolution that a committee of three | House of the 3d of January, calling on the Sec- 
members be appointed to wait on Ricuarp M. || retary of the Treasury for the correspondence 
| Jounson, of Kentucky, and inform him that he | between the Commissioner of the General Land 
has been constitutionally elected by the Senate || Office and the land office at Fort Wayne, Indiana; 
Vice President of the United States for four years, | which, on motion of Mr. McCARTY, was re- 


commencing with the 4th of March next. 


|| ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, and 


The resolution being adopted, Messrs. Grunpy, | ordered to be printed. 


mittee by the Chair. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


III. A communication from the Secretary of 
|| War, in answer to a resolution of the 20th of 
|| December last, transmitting copies of orders issued 
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calling into the service of the United States vol- 
unteers and militia-men during the past recess of 
Congress; which, on motion of Mr. W HITTLE- 
SEY, was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
i communication from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting a report from the Third Auditor 
on the subject of our intercourse with the Indian 
= GRENNELL moved that this communi- 
cation be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Ai EVERETT moved that the further con- 
sideration of this communication be postponed 
until to-morrow; which was agreed to. 

Subsequently, on motion of Mr. EVERETT, 
this vote was reconsidered; and the communica- 
tion was referred to the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs. a4 

vy. A communication from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting a report of the Commissioner 
on Indian Affairs, showing the number of persons 
engaged in that service, with the compensation 
naid to each; which, on motion of Mr. GREN- 
VELL, was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATION. 


Mr. LINCOLN, from the select committee | 
appointed to examine into the condition of the | 
Executive Departments, by leave of the House, . 
reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the select committee of the 
House, appointed under the resolution of the 17th 
January last, be authorized to direct the prinung 
of as many copies of the journal of their proceed- 
ings as they may think proper for the use of the | 
members, to be laid on the table with the report | 
of the committee. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to amend the | 
resolution by inserting that the number of copies | 
to be printed shall not exceed one thousand and || 
thirty; which was agreed to, and the resolution || 
as amended was agreed to. 


MISSOURI SAC AND FOX INDIANS. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs, reported the following resolution; which | 
was considered and adopted: || 
Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
providing by law for the payment of such portions | 
of annuities to the Missouri band of the Sac and | 
Fox nation of Indians as may appear due to them | 
under the several treaties of 1804, 1824, and 1832, | 
and of granting to them such‘ other relief as the | 
circumstances attending their application for pay- | 
ment may appear just and proper. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval || 
Affairs, reported a bill relating to pensions charge- | 
able on the Navy pension fund; which was read 
twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill to authorize 
merchandise to be deposited in the public stores, 
and for other purposes; which was read twice, | 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole on || 
the state of the Union. | 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same commit- || 
tee, also reported a bill repealing a provision in || 
the act of the 14th July, 1832, entitled an act to 1 

| 


e ° . | 
alter and amend the several acts imposing duties | 


on‘imports, and for reducing the limitation on | 
debentures; which was read twice and laid over. | 

[The provision of the act proposed to be re- || 
pealed by this bill, is the one making it the duty | 
of the collector to have the goods sold when the | 
duties are due; and restores the old act, which 
allowed them to remain in the public stores for | 
nine months and one month for advertising; in | 
other words, ten months. } 

Mr. PATTON, from the Joint Committee on 
the Library, reported a bill to continue the pro- 
vision for the increase and improvement of the | 
law library of Congress; which was read twice, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


and committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of William Tudor, jr.; which 
was read twice and committed. 


| 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 


certain Tennessee volunteers; which was read | 


twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the same commit- 
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tee, also reported a Lill providing for paying three | 
companies of militia enlisted in the State of In- | 


diana, and called into the service of the United 


States; which was read twice, and committed to | 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union. 
Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee on 


Revolutionary Claims, reported a Senate bill for 


the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of | 
Dr. John Ramsay, deceased, without amendment; 


which was committed. 


Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the same com- | 


mittee, also reported Senate bill, without amend- 


ment, for the relief of James McCrary; which | 


was committed. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Roads | 
and Canals, reported a resolution ordering the | 


report and accompanying documents in relation | 


to certain surveys in the State of Maine to be 


printed for the use of the House; which was con- | 


curred in. 
On motion of Mr. JARVIS, the Committee on 


Naval Affairs were discharged from the further | 


consideration of the resolution adopted by the 
House of the 3d day of February, relative to an 
examination of George’s Bank, for the purpose of 


| ascertaining the practicability of forming an arti- 


ficial island; and the same was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. HAYNES, from the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs, reported, without amendment, Senate bill | 
entitled an act to authorize the Secretary of War | 
to adjust and pay to Benjamin Murphy, of | 


Arkansas, the value of his corr, cattle, and hogs, 
taken by the Cherokee Indians in the month of 
December, 1828; which was committed. 

Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 


Christopher Denison; which was read twice and | 


committed. 


Mr. INGERSOLL stated that he had been 
appointed one of the tellers on the part of the 
House, appointed to count the votes for President 
and Vice President of the United States, and that 
he, finding it would be impossible for him to be 
present at the meeting of the two Houses, there- 


fore asked to be excused, and that another be | 


appointed in his place; which was agreed to. 
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESI- 


DENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
This being the day specially set apart by a joint 
resolution for the two Houses to convene in joint 


| meeting, for the purpose of opening and counting 


the electoral votes given by the several States for | 


President and Vice President of the United States, 


Mr. HAYNES said, as the hour had nearly | 
elapsed, he begged to propound an inquiry to the | 


| Chair, in relation to the order in which the Senate 


should be received by the House, on occasions 
like the present. 

The CHAIR stated in reply that the usual 
course had heretofore been for the House, some 


short time before the arrival of the hour, to send | 


a message to the Senate, informing that body that 
the House was in readiness to receive them, and 
count the votes. The Chair stated further that, 


so far as he had been informed, the mode of | 


receiving the Senate by the House, was for the 
members to stand uncovered. 

Mr. PATTON moved that, while the votes were 
being counted, ladies be admitted to the privilege 
of the floor of the Hall. 

The motion was agree’ .o without a division. 

Mr. ANTHONY inquired if it was necessary 
to move that a committee wait upon the Senate; 
and, if so, whether the chairman of the select com- 


mittee on the subject should appoint a sub-com- | 


mittee, or the Speaker of the House. 











| 


j 
| 
i 
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The CHAIR stated, in reply, that upon every | 
occasion of this kind, witha meas exception, the | 


invariable course had been to sen 
Senate by the Clerk. 


a message to the | 
In one instance only the | 
message had been transmitted by a committee 
of two members of the House, who were also 
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appointed to conduct the Senate into the Hall, but 
that was a departure from the former practice. 


Mr. ANTHONY moved thata message be then 
sent to the Senate by the Clerk, notifying that 
body that the Elouse was in readiness to receive 
them, and count the votes for President and Vice 
President of the United States. 

The CHAIR stated, that before putting the 
question, that the seats on the right of the Speaker’s 
chair had been provided for the accommodation of 
the Senate, and others provided for the members 
to which they belonged. 

Mr. Anrnony’s motion was then putand agreed 
to. 

The Clerk accordingly left the House, the Sen- 
ate shortly after entered the Hail with the Presi- 
dent of the Senate, the Hon. Wittiam R. Kine, 
of Alabama, at their head, preceded by the Sec- 


| retary and Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, and 


were received at the door of the hail, and con- 
ducted to the seats assigned them by the Sergeant- 
at-Arms of the House of Representatives, all the 
members being uncovered and rising in their 
rlaces. 

When the Senators had taken the seats assigned 
them, and the President of the Senate had seated 
himself atthe right of the Speaker, the tellers took 
their seats at the Clerk’s table. 

The tellers were, for the Senate: the Hon. Fr- 
uix Grunpy. For the House of Representatives: 
the Hon. Francis Tuomas, and the Hon. Leva 
Lincoun. 

The PRESIDENT then rose and said: 

The two Houses being now convened for the 
purpose of counting the electoral votes of the 
several States for the President and Vice President 
of the United States, the President of the Senate 
will, in pursuance of the provisions of the Con- 
stitution, proceed to open the votes and deliver 
them to the tellers, in order that they may be 
counted. 

1 now present to the tellers the electoral! vute of 
the State of Maine. 

The tellers then counted the votes, and an- 
nounced them as follows, severally, in their order, 
the same form having been observed in every case; 
the tellers also reading the qualifications of the 
Electors, and the certificates of their elections: 


| , 
For PRESIDENT.| V, Presipent 
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The PRESIDENT of the Senate then announced | 


the result, as reported by the tellers, as follows: 


FOR PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
For Martin Van Buren, of New York— 
If the votes of Michigan be counted .......170 
If the votes of Michigan be not counted... .167 
For Wittiam Henry Harrison, of Ohio.... 73 
For Hucu Lawson Wuire, of ‘Tennessee... 36 
For Daniex. Wessrer, of Massachusetts.... 14 
For Wit. P. Manevum, of North Carolina.. 11 


It therefore appears, (continued the Presi- 
DENT,) that, were the vote of Michigan to be 


_THE CGNGRESSIONAL G 


i 


| 


SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 
Mr. SWIFT presented a petition from sundry | 


| citizens of Vermont, praying for the abolition of | 


| slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- || 


| lumbia. 


counted, the result would be for Martin Van Bv- | 


REN, for President of the United States, 170 votes; 


if the votes of Michigan be not counted, Martin | 


Vaw Buren then has 167 votes. In either event 
Martin Van Buren, of New York, is elected 


Presipent or THe Unirep States, and I there- || gywirg Tipton, Wall, and Webster—12. 
fore declare that Martin Van Buren, having || a : , 


received a majority of the whole number of elect- 


oral votes, is duly elected President of the United | 
States for four years, commencing the fourth day | 


of March, 1837. 


the votes for Vice President of the United States, | 


as reported by the tellers, as follows: 
For Ricnarp M. Jounson, of Kentucky— 
If the votes of Michigan be counted 
If the votes of Michigan be not counted....144 


For Francis Grancer, of New York...eeee 77 || 


For Joun Tyxer, of Virginia 
For WitiiaM Smiru, of Alabama........... 23 


It therefore appears, (continued the Prest- 
DENT,) that, were the votes of Michigan counted, 


office will be 144. 


Vice President of the 


Francis Grancer, of New York, are the two 
highest on the list, and it now devolves on the 
Senate of the United States, as provided in the 


Constitution, from those two persons to elect a | 
Vice President of the United States. He then an- || 


nounced that the object for which the two Houses 


were assembled under the Constitution had been | 


accomplished, and that the Senators would retire 
to their Chamber in order. 


The Senators then rose and retired in the order | 
they came, the members of the House rising in || 


their places and remaining uncovered. 


Mr. THOMAS, from the committee on the part 
of the House of Representative’, to join such com- 


mittee as might be appointed on the part of the || 


Senate, to ascertain and report a mode of exam- 
ining the votes for President and Vice President 


of the United States, and of notifying the persons || 


elected of their election, reported: 
That the joint committee, in further execution 
of the duties with which they were charged by 


the two Houses of Congress, have agreed to the | 


following resolution, in which their committee 
recommend to the House of Representatives to 
concur: 


Resolved, That a committee of one member of | 
the Senate be appointed by that body to joina | 
committee of two members of the House of Rep- || 


resentatives, to be appointed by that House, to 
wait on Martin Van Buren, of New York, and 
notify him that he has been duly elected President 
of the United States for four years, commencing 
with the 4th day of March, 1837. 

The above resolution having been concurred in, 


On motion of Mr. GLASCOCK, the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 9, 1837. 
On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, it was 
Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House 
of Representatives that the Senate have, in pur- 
suance of the provisions of the Constitution, 
chosen Ricuarp M. Jounson, of Kentucky, Vice 


_ the highest number of votes for Vice President of || 
the United States would be 147; and if those votes | 








| 
Mr. CALHOUN objected to the reception of | 
the petition; and 
r. BROWN moved to lay the question of 
reception on the table; which motion was agreed 
to—yeas 25, nays 12; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, | 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, Kent, King of Alabama, | 
King of Georgia, Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, Nor- | 
vell, Preston, Robinson, Ruggles, Strange, Tall- | 
madge, Walker, White, and Wright—25. 
NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Hendricks, Knight, 
McKean, Niles, Prentiss, Robbins, Southard, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the Committee on | 
Commerce was discharged from the further con- | 


| sideration of the petition of sundry citizens of | 
The PRESIDENT of theSenate then announced | 


Beaufort, North Carolina, praying for the erection | 


LOBE. 


February 9, 


] 

| Norvell, Page, Parker, Rives, Robinson, Stran 

Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, and Wright—97_ 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay. 

ton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Ken 

| King of Georgia, Knight, McKean, Morris 

| Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Southard’ 

Spence, Swift, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and 

| White—23. 

| Mr. WALKER moved toamend the title of the 

| bill so as to read, a bill to arrest the monopoly of 

| the public lands; but, at the suggestion of Mr. 

| GRUNDY, withdrew the motion; and 

| Mr. GRUNDY moved to add to the title the 
words ‘‘and for other purposes;’’? which was 

| agreed to. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


ge, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, February 9, 1837. 

The CHAIR announced the unfinished busi- 
ness, being the question of privilege involved in 
the consideration of the following resolutions in 
relation to Mr. Apams: 

The original resolution, moved by Mr. Tuomp. 


of a marine hospital, that subject being already son, of South Carolina, was modified by him, at 


reported on. 
Mr. DAVIS, from the same committee, re- 


ported, without amendment, the bill for the relief || 


of the owners of the brig Despatch and cargo. 


| the suggestion of Mr. Dromecoo te, as follows: 
©]. Resolved, That the Hon. Joun Quincy 
‘ Apams, a member of this House, by stating, in 
‘his place, that he had in his possession a paper 
|.‘ purporting to be a petition from slaves, and in- 





Mr. D., from the same committee, reported, || ‘ quiring if 1t came within the meaning of a reso- 


| without amendment, the bill from the House to || 


| in Massachusetts, to that of Fall River; and, on 


|| motion of Mr. D., and by unanimous consent, 
the bill was considered as in Committee of the 


: || Whole, and ordered to a third reading. 
be not counted, the highest number of votes for that | m a 


But, in either event, no person || 
has received a majority of the electoral votes for || 

United States: and I dothere- | 
fore declare that no person having received such | 
majority, no persor has been elected to that office; | 
that Ricuarp M. Jounson, of Kentucky, and || 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


a patent to James Smith; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 


asked and obtained leave and introduced a bill to 


in them, on certain conditions; which was read. 


read the second time; when 


Mr. ROBINSON moved to refer it to a select i 
|| committee. 
Mr. WEBSTER moved a reconsideration of || 


| the vote ordering the bill toasecond reading, with 
/a view to have that question taken by yeas and 
nays to-morrow. 


|| change the name of the Dighton collection district, || 


|| cede to the new States the public lands which lie || 


On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the bill was_ 


he CHAIR said that the motion was not in| 
order, as the question pending was the reference | 


of the bill. 


| and HUBBARD, 
Mr. ROBINSON withdrew his motion; and 
Mr. WEBSTER, by general consent, moved to 


| After some remarks from Messrs. WALKER, | 
/CALHOUN, WEBSTER, CLAY, BENTON, | 


‘| *from them can be presented to this House with- 
|| out derogating from the rights of the slavehold- 


reading; and the question was decided in the | 


affirmative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, || 
|, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden,Cuthbert, Dana, Davis, || 
Ewing of Ohio, Hubbard, Kent, King of Geor- || 
gia, Knight, Niles, Page, Parker, Prentiss, Rives, || 


| madge, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and Wright 


|| —29. 


NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Calhoun, Ew- 
| ing of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, King 
| of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, McKean, Moore, Mor- 


| ris, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Robbins, | 


| Sevier, Tipton, Walker, and White—22. 
SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, Strange, Swift, Tall- || 


‘lution heretofore adopted (as preliminary to its 
‘ presentation) has given color to the idea that 
| * slaves have the right to petition, and of his read- 
| *iness to be their organ, and that for the same he 
‘ deserves the censure of this House. 
662. Resolved, That the aforesaid Jounn Quincy 
‘ Apams receive a censure from the Speaker in the 


: || ‘presence of the House of Representatives.” 
Mr. RUGGLES, on leave, introduced a bill 


| authorizing the Commissioner of Patents to issue || 


Mr. Bynum had offered the following as a sub- 
stitute: 
Strike out all after the word ‘* Resolved,” and 


|| insert, ‘* That an attempt to present any petition 
Mr. CALHOUN, in pursuance of notice given, | 


‘or memorial from any slave or slaves, or free 
‘negro, from any part of the Union, is a contempt 
‘of the House, and calculated to embroil it in a 
‘ strife and confusion incompatible with the dignity 
‘of the body; and that any member guilty of the 
‘same, justly subjects himself to the censure of 
‘the House. 

‘* Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
‘inquire into the fact whether any such attempt 
| *has been made by any member of this House, 
‘and report the same to the Hlouse as soon as 
‘ practicable.” 

The question immediately pending was the fol- 
| lowing amendment to the amendment, moved by 
Mr. Patton: 

‘* Resolved, That the right of petition does not 
‘belong to slaves ofthis Union; that no petition 


‘ing States, and endangering the integrity of the 


reconsider the vote ordering the bill to a second || ‘ Union. 


‘© Resolved, That every member who shal! here- 


|| ‘after present any such petition to this House, 


‘ought to be considered as regardless of the feel- 
‘ings of this House, the rights of the South, and 
“an enemy to the Union. 

** Resolved, That the Hon. Jonn Quincy Apams, 
/*having solemnly disclaimed a design of doing 





‘anything disrespectful to the House in the in- 
|| © quiry he made of the Speaker as to the right of 
‘ petition purporting to be from slaves, and having 
‘avowed his intention not to offer to present the 
|‘ petition, if the House was of opinion that it ought 
not to be presented, therefore all further pro- 
_* ceedings as to his conduct now cease.’’ 
Mr. FRENCH, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at length in support of the 


| The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands || resolution under consideration. He first went into 
_ except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, | an examination of the Constitution to show what 
| came up on a third reading, and, after a debate, | theultimate efforts of the abolitionists, if they 
‘in which Messrs. CALHOUN, GRUNDY, || were countenanced in their efforts, must lead to; 


| WALKER, CLAY, TIPTON, EWING of 
| Ohio, and DAVIS took part, was read a third 


|| time and passed—yeas 27, nays 23; as follows: 


‘and to show that the right of petition alone be- 
‘longed to those who were entitled to the right of 
|| representation. The people of the United States, 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buch- || he argued, who had elected delegates to a conven- 


}anan, Cuthbert, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, 


President of the United States for four years, com- || Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, 


mencing with the 4:h of March next. 


‘tion to form a Constitution, and their posterity, 
| were the only persons who were legitimately 


'! Linn, Lyon, Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, '' entitled to the right of petition; but Indians and 
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negroes were not entitled to this privilege. The 
right of petition went hand in hand with the right 
of representation. He admitted that our Govern- 
ment had received the petitions of foreigners and 
of Indian tribes, and he regretted to say there was 
now, on the Speaker’s table a petition from free 
negroes; but he was glad there was a pending 
motion to have this latter petition removed from the 
table; but these petitions were only admitted by 
the acquiescence of the Government; and those 
retitioners could not claim the right of forcing their 
etitions upon the Government. 

The Constitution recognized the institution of 
slavery, and he hoped those gentlemen who lived 
in those sections of country where the abolitionists 
were most numerous, would impress upon their 
minds the necessity of desisting from their efforts. 
Mr. F. said, suppose that three fifths of the slave 

opulation of Louisiana be equal to one half of the 
white population, would the abolitionists attempt 
to deprive that State of half her representation, by 
the abolition of slavery within her limits. The 
southern people had no desire to deprive any of 
the northern States of one half of their representa- 
tion, and he hoped the same feeling prevailed in 
the non-slaveholding States towards the southern 
States. 





With regard to the resolution of the 18th of | 


January, he did not consider that it either abridged 
or enlarged the right of petition. By adopting 
that resolution, the majority of the House were 
endeavoring to silence agitation on this question 


of abolition; to putan end to agitation by receiving 


and laying these petitions on the table. 


Towards the honorable gentleman from Mas- | 


sachusets, [Mr. Apams,] Mr. F. had always ex- 
tended the greatest indulgence, both from respect 
to his high character, the exalted station he had 


filled, and his high attainments; but, at the same | 


time, he felt it to be his duty to mete out to him | 


the same justice for the contempt he had shown | 


to the House which he would do to the most 
humble member on that floor. If, however, a 
majority of the House should differ with him, and 
should consider that the explanatiofis which the 
gentleman had made were sufficient, be it so; he 
had discharged his duty. 

Mr. MILLIGAN said he did not rise for the 


purpose of entering into the discussion; his object | 


was rather to arrest it. With this design he had 
made several efforts to get the floor when the 
subject was last under discussion, but had failed. 
However much he%night have regretted the course 


pursued by the gentleman, it must be evident that | 
the present discussion could lead to no practical | 


good. Mr. M. said he came from a section of 


country from which he thought he could look on | 


this question impartially. ‘The people of the State | 


from which he came, whatever their opinions | 


might beas to the abstract question of slavery, con- 
sidered the question settled by the Constitution, 


and that the matter rested alone with those States | 
in which slavery existed to regulate it as they | 


might deem proper. Th 
a subject for local legislation; and, whether it was 


They admitted that it was | 


a blessing or a curse, they were disposed to allow | 


those States to manage it in theirown way. As 
the friend, therefore, of both sections of the Union, 
he invoked of gentlemen to withdraw this exci- 


ting question, and cease a discussion of a nature | 


so agitating. He appealed to his friends from the 
North, that while they stood there as the stren- 
uous advocates of the right of petition, not to 
exercise it in a manner to interfere with the rights 


|, nothing insulting in this. 


of others; and he appealed to those gentlemen | 


from the South, who were so much excited on 
this occasion, to withdraw discussion of this kind. 


Mr. M. knew there was no intention, on the part || 


of their northern brethren, to interfere in this 
matter of slavery, and that those who kept up the 
agitation in the North were but a very small num- 
ber. Mr. M. coneluded by moving to lay the 
on and all pending amendments, on the 
table, 

Mr. GHOLSON called for the yeas and nays 
on this motion. 

Mr. ADAMS rose, and said that if he should 
say anything now which was not strictly in ac- 
cordance with the rules of the House he hoped 
he would be excused, considering the position he 
occupied. He did not desiie these resolutions to 
be laid on the table without being heard. 
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Mr. GHOLSON called Mr. Apams to order. 

Mr. MILLIGAN said, if the gentleman from 
Massachusetts felt at all aggrieved by the motion 
to lay the resolutions on the table, he would with- 
draw it. 

Mr. ADAMS did feel aggrieved by the motion 
to lay on the table. 

Mr. MILLIGAN then withdrew the motion to 
lay the resolutions on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS did not wish to interrupt the de- 
liberations of the House, but if the resolution of 
censure was to be passed, he wished to be heard 
in his own defense. If the resolution did not 
pass, he would then ask of the House to de- 
termine on the only question which would be then 
before it. 

Mr. EVANS insisted that the charge of offense, 
on the part of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
was too vague to justify a vote of censure upon 
him. There was nothing specific. The resolu- 
tion did not set forth anything like contempt to- 
wards the House, or even an infringement of its 
rules, but that he had ** given color to the idea”’ 
that slaves had theright to petition. Mr. E. held 
that the House had the right to punish a member 
for a determined violation of its rules; because, 
otherwise, the whole business of the country 
might be obstructed by a disorderly member; but 
no man could be punished for the expression of 
his honest opinions. The limitation to this, such 
as personalities, reflections upon the past conduct 
of the House, &c., were expressly laid down in 
the lex parliamentaria. With reference tothe right 
of slaves to petition, he said there were caves 
embracing it. It had been said, also, the slave 
had noconstitutional rights but through his master. 
This was not so; and he put the cases of murder, 
or unprovoked assault, and that of alleged kid- 
naping, where his legal rights were recognized 
and frequently put in force. 

Mr. PICKENS explained, that if the gentle- 
man from Maine was alluding to his argument, 
he (Mr. P.) had not said the slave had no legal 
rights, but that he had no constitutional or politi- 
cal rights. That was a question he should like to 
hear the gentleman argue. 

Mr. EVANS was referring to constitutional or 
legal rights, which he insisted had been secured 
to the slave. He then adverted to the general 
character of the petitions praying for the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, in none of 
which was there found any harsh language in re- 
lation to the peculiar institutions of the South or 
southern men, por any expressed or implied wish 
to interfere with those institutions. There might 
be a few solitary exceptions; but it should be 


| borne in mind that there was much warmth on 


both sides. The right of the abolitionists to peti- 
tion, however, should have been respected, and 
their memorials continued to be received as they 
formerly had been. While this was done, their 
numbers were few, and their efforts feeble; but they 
had increased in numbers, and had become more 
powerful, from the manner in which they had 
been treated by Congress. They contended that 
slavery was a great moral, social, and political 
evil, and was, besides, indefensible by argument; 
and tne refusal of the House to listen to them, and 
argue with them, justified them, in their own 
opmions, in these allegations; but there was 
Even that language 
was borrowed from Virginia; and he was about 


| to cite some passages from the debates in that 


State, on the adoption of the Constitution, con- 
taining this delaration, when— - 
Mr. PATTON arose, and hoped the Chair 


|| would restrict the limits of the debate within the 


proper range of order. 


interminable. 
The CHAIR reminded the House that he had 


|| several times interposed to confine the debate 


within the proper limits, and had repeatedly re- 


| minded gentlemen that they were taking too wide 
| a range; but in the performance of that duty he 
‘| had not been sustained by the House. 
had been called upon, however, he should enforce 


As he 


the rule, and take the sense of the House whether 


| the gentleman from Maine should be allowed to 
| proceed. 


| Ing spirit. 


| tating or angry nature. 
| the member had thought of that a little earlier. 
| He wished gentlemen'on that side of the House 
| had thought of this when denouncing the whole 
| northern country, and the whole of New England, 
| In very clear language, and calling upon members 
from that region to abstain from doing their duty 


If the gentleman was | 
| suffered to go on in this way, it must be obvious 
.|| that a debate was springing up which would be 


173 


nays; giving, as a reason for so doing, that upon 
this vote would depend whether the business of 
the session should be entirely set aside or not 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, and 
the Chair being about to prepound the ques 
tion— 

Mr. ELMORE wished to say one word. He 
was perfectly willing, if it should be the wich of 
the House to hear the question fully discussed 
but otherwise F 

Several members here rose and addressed the 
Chair. 

Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi, caught the 
eye of the Chair, and inquired if this mouon for 
leave was debatable. 

The CH 4IR believed it was not. 

Mr. WISE would submit whether this was the 
proper mode of deciding whether a discussion 
was relevant or irrelevant?) Was there any prece- 
dent for 1? On thecontrary, had not the practice 
heretofore been that the Chair decided whether 
the course of remarks of gentlemen was irrele- 
vant, and, if the gentleman objected to the decision 
of the Chair, that he then took an appeal? Mr. W 
wished to know if the office of the Chair was no 
to interpose in that manner, and why it had been 
departed from in the present case? Was it not 
the duty of the Chair to decide bim out of order? 
And he would further inquire whether the ques- 
tion could be propounded to, and decided by, the 
House, before an appeal was taken? Finally, he 
would inquire why this distinction? 

The CHAIR will state the question. 
no difficulty. 

Mr. WISE. Lam not through yet, sir. 

The CHAIR. There is no appeal; but the 
Chair will require the gentleman from Virginia to 
reduce his point to writing. 

Mr. PATTON said, as the point of order might 
consume more time, perhaps, than the remarks of 
the gentleman, he would withdraw it. 

Mr. ELMORE did rot speak in anger, but with 





There is 


; a view to make an appeal to the gentleman from 


Maine. He would suggest to that gentleman that 
they had already irritaung topics enough before 
the House, and if he should be disposed to go 
on, an angry debate must necessarily grow out 


of it, on both sides of the House, that would, per- 


| haps, be interminable; and—let him ask—what 
| good could result from it? 


Mr. EVANS would accept the application of 
the member from South Carolina in a correspond- 
He could assure that gentleman that 
he had endeavored not to say anything of an irri- 
Hle wished, however, 


in presenting their petitions; and when they 
charged, almost directly, northern gentlemen with 
aiding, abetting, and assisting in getting up peti- 


| tions, when they knew that ail these charges did 
| not justly attach to them. 


Mr. ELMORE said, if the gentleman from 
Maine had heard his former remarks a few days 
ago, he would find that his present remark did 
not, at least, apply to him. He had then depre- 
cated discussion, but he did not fear it, nor was 
he unwdling to go, or would shrink from going, 
into it, if it were brought up. 

Mr, THOMPSON, of South Carolina, wished 
to disabuse himself of a false impression of the 
tenor of his remarks, as he was the member who 
opened the debate. Now, in the preliminary 
remarks he had made, he should regard himseif 
as unpardonable if he had not confined himself, 
as strictly as he could, to the question before the 


| House, and alluded to no topics either of an irri- 


tating or angry character. The gentleman from 


| Massachusetts had asked if the people of the 


North were to be denied the privilege of sympa- 
thizing in human suffering, of sympathizing for 
the oppressed, and those held in bondage as prop- 
erty. It was in reply to these remarks that Mr. 
T. had made his own. He had, however, used 


| no epithets, but had adverted, as hy conceived he 
|| had a perfect right to do, to the history of New 
i Mr. CAMBRELENG asked for the yeas and || England, and certain authentic facts connected 


dn 


with it. 
made upon the South. 

Mr. BYNUM concurred with the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Parron,] which seemed to be 
agreed on all hands, that the gentleman from 
Maine had certainly departed, in this instance, 
from the subject properly under discussion, and 
he should renew the point of order. 

Mr. EVANS explained. What he had said was 
that very many of the gentlemen who charged 
those of the North, and the petitioners for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
with using language not justified in reference to 
southern institutions; language not courteous to 
themselves, and showing a misconception of the 
institutions of slavery, had themselves used the 
same language. He wanted to rescue these peti- 
tioners, himself, and others, from the charge of 
first using such language, but that it had been used 
in all time. 

Mr. BYNUM. If the object of the gentleman 
be to argue the question of slavery, he hoped no 
southern man would countenance it by arguing 
it also. It was a subject that House could not 
settle, and had no right to intermeddle with in any 
manner whatsoever. 

Mr. EVANS. [am not going to discuss the 
question of slavery. I was going 

Mr. BYNUM was also proceeding, when 

Mr. GHOLSON rose to a point of order. 
Both gentlemen could not be suffered to address 
the Hlouse at the same time. 

The CHAIR said, the gentleman from Maine 
was in possession of the floor, and if any gentle- 
man called him to order, he must reduce the point 
to writing. 

Mr. EVANS was not going to discuss the 
question of the institution of slavery. They of 
the North had been charged with the use of words 
in reference to the institutions of the South, for 
which they had been held responsible. Now, he 
wanted toshow that it was language they had 
borrowed from themselves. He wanted also to 
show they were not guilty of the charge of under- 
mining the prosperity of theSouth. He said that 
many gentlemen on that floor complained that they 
hold at the North that slavery wasan evil. Well, 
they did, and so did many of the South themselves, 
and that was what he was about to prove. But 
the North did not hold the present holder of that 


species of property, as many supposed, responsi- | 


ble for it. They regarded it, on the contrary, as 
an institution fixed, and found in existence, and 


tolerated among them, long before the present | 
He was about to show that that language, | 


time. 
in reference to the institution of slavery, was lan- 
guage held by slaveholders themselves, and that 
those of the North had modeled their ideas from 
southern authority. Mr. E. was again proceed- 
ing to read from the debates in the Virginia con- 
vention, when 

Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, objected, and 
the CHAIR sustained the point that no gentle- 
man could, under the rules, read any paper to the 
House without its leave. 

Mr. DAWSON hoped the gentleman from 
Missouri would withdraw his objection. 

Mr. EVANS. I cannot yield the floor. 

Mr. HARRISON. I call the gentleman to 
order; though, if the House were disposed to per- 
mit a discussion on the subject of slavery, he was 
himself fully prepared to meet it. 

Mr. EVANS. I will waive that part of my ar- 
gument. 

The CHAIR. Does the gentleman from Mis- 
souri waive his point of order? 

Mr. GHOLSON. The gentleman from Maine 
does not waive his argument on the subject of 
slavery, but only the reading from the book. 

Mr. ANTHONY moved that the question be 
taken, and asked for the yeas and nays; but after 
a few words from the CHAIR, withdrew his 
motion. 

Mr. BOULDIN was anxious for the gentleman 
to proceed. 

The CHAIR said it was for the House to de- 
termine 


Mr. BOULDIN rose again, and was proceeding, | 


when 

Mr: EVERETT called the gentleman to order; 
and asked if there was any question before the 
House. 


* disastrous. 


| join him in arresting its further progress. 
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This he had done in repelling the attack 


The CHAIR stated the question raised by Mr. 
Harrison, and decided in favor of the point of 
order raised by thatgentleman. Hesuggested to 
the Ilouse that they take the question on the mo- 
tion to grant leave for the gentleman to proceed. 

Mr. ELMORE took an appeal from the decis- 
ion of the Chair, for the purpose (he said) of 
getting an opportunity of setting himself right on 
the subject. He was for allowing the gentleman 


from Maine to go on, according to his own judg- 


ment and his own discretion; and he was also for | 


holding that gentleman responsible. Mr. E. did 
not want to stifle debate, but to leave it perfectly 
open. We of the South (continued Mr. E.) did 


not fear discussion on this subject, here or else- | 


where, inany manner in which it could be brought 
forward; but | would submit to that 
and to those who act with him, that i 


consequences, it is the very course they are now 
pursuing. The gentleman from Maine had asked 


why was not this call made ae him atan earlier | 
. hoped the gentle- | 


period of this debate? Mr. 
man would remember that he had, at the com- 
mencement of it, called upon all his friends, upon 
all the members of the South, to vote, and not 
to speak, upon the subject; for it was one calcu- 


| lated, in its consequence, to bring the different | 


portions of the country into direct conflict. It 
was that he might save the country, if possible 


from a state of affairs that could not but be most | 
At the same time, however, he was | 
willing that they should be understood; but upon | 


those of the North be the responsibility. 


[t was said that they of the South had provoked || 


this attack upon themselves; that they had been 


the first in denouncing the gentlemen of the North, | 
and had been pursuing a course of debate that | 
Had gen- | 
tlemen forgotten what was then on the table? | 


called for areply. He denied this. 


Had they 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called the gentleman to 
order. Heunderstood the question the gentleman 
arose to discuss was the appeal from the decision 
of the Chair, and he had not, as yet, even adverted 
to it. 

Mr. ELMORE said, if the gentleman had 
spared his breath one moment, he should have con- 
cluded. He had risen simply to deprecate the 
allegation brought by the member from Maine. 
Hie then withdrew his appeal, and moved that the 
gentleman have leave to go on. 

Mr. ANTHONY renewed theappeal. Hesaid 
that he did so because it was evident that, from 
the commencement of the debate till that time, a 
great deal had been already said of a most irrita- 
ting character on both sides, and that irritation 
would only increase as debate progressed, if it was 
suffered to proceed. He was the only member 
from his own State who had taken any part in 
the subject, and he had moved the previous ques- 
tion, but there were so many cries of ** No!’’ 
‘* No!” that he was induced to withdraw his mo- 
tion. 


ent appeal for the same purpose. 


The CHAIR again suggested that the best 


mode would be to take the question on the motion 
for the gentieman from Maine to proceed. 

Mr. ANTHONY did not wish to give the gen- 
tlemen on either side leave to continue this discus- 


sion of slavery any further, and he therefore | 


hoped every moderate man in the House would 


Mr. 


A. then withdrew his appeal, and expressed a 


hope that the question would, according to the | 
judicious suggestion of the Chair, be at once | 
| taken on granting leave for the gentleman from 


Maine to proceed. 
Mr. GLASCOCK rose to address the House; 
b 


ut 
The CHAIR reminded the gentleman that this 
was not a debatable question. 


Mr. GLASCOCK wished simply to remark | 
that appeals had been made in the most respect- || 
ful manner, from various quarters of the House, | 
that the gentleman from Maine should dispense | 


with pursuing this subject any further; and Mr. 


G. was inclined to believe, from the course recent-_ 
ly taken by that gentleman, that he was disposed | 


to acquiesce. On the call to order, the gentleman 


had taken his seat, and did not take an appeal |. 


entleman, | 
there was | 
anything that could lead to the most lamentable | 


He did it to arrest the excitement he saw | 
growing out of the subject, and he made the pres- | 
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| from the decision of the Chair. If then the motion 


| on granting leave were withdrawn, all difficy); 
would be removed, and the doing so would coe 

a great deal of unpleasant feeling, and supersede 

the necessity of taking either question. 

The CHAIR then propounded the question 

‘* That the gentleman from Maine have leave ;, 

proceed.’’ 

Mr. GLASCOCK moved to amend the motion 
| by adding the words, ‘‘if he feels disposed to «jo 
| go. 
| ‘The CHAIR propounded the question at lengt} 
as follows: The gentleman from Maine is cajled 
| to order because he is speaking of the opinions of 
_ others on the subject of slavery, when the ques. 
tion is not before the House. The Chair decides 

that it is not in order to discuss the question of 
slavery, or to cite the opinions of others upon that 
subject on the question before the House. Th 
| gentleman from Maine resumed his seat, and ac. 
quiesced in the decision of the Chair, taking no 
appeal. The rule required, therefore, that before 
the gentleman could proceed, the sense of the 
House must be taken; if the decision had been jn 
favor of the member called to order, he would 
proceed as a matter of course. 

Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, begged to in- 
quire whether, if the gentleman should be permit. 
ted to proceed by a vote of the House, he must 
not confine himself within the rules of the House. 

Mr.-BOULDIN. He would, he expected, go 
on pretty much as he had done. 

The CHAIR said the gentleman would sti!] be 
limited to the rules of debate. 

Mr. EVANS did not want to discuss this mat- 
ter. Gentlemen supposed he wanted to diacuss 
the institution of slavery, but it was not so. He 


did not wish to introduce any new topics there, 
but to confine himself to what had been opened 
This, he be- 
He had been 
| strictly on the defensive—on the defensive against 
| a charge made against the venerable and distin- 
| guished member from Massachusetts [Mr. Apans] 
| 

| 


by those who had preceded him. 
lieved, was what he had done. 


for presenting petitions to that House containing 

language offensive to the South. He wished to 
| prove this was not so, but that the language came 
originally from the South, in substance and in 
terms. 

Mr. E. should not proceed at all on the vote of 
the House, be it which way it might. 

Mr. ELMORE preferred allowing the gentle- 
man to proceed as he pleased, as he had intro- 
duced these topics. 

The CHAIR said if leave should be granted, 
the gentleman must still proceed in order. 

Mr. ALFORD remarked that if the gentleman 
went ona little, he would soon explain his purpose. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Thegentleman did not himse!f 
ask leave, but refused beforehand to proceed on 
the vote of the House. What would be the use 
of granting leave? 

Mr. ELMORE replied, the gentleman asks 
what would be the object of granting leave? It 
was that the House might not be charged with 
| having choked the member down, but that he 
might be permitted to go on upon his own re- 
sponsibility. 

Mr. PATTON then read the following modif- 
cation of his amendment: 

Resolved, That any member who shall hereafter 
present to the House any petition from the slaves 
in this Union, ought to be considered as regardless 
of the feelings of the House, the rights of the 
southern States, and unfriendly to the Union. 

Resolved, That the Hon. Jonn Quincy Apams, 
having solemnly disclaimed all design of doing 
anything disrespectful to the House, in the inquiry 
he made of the Speaker, as to the petition pur- 
porting to be from slaves, and having avowed his 
| Intention not to offer to present the petition to the 
House, was of opinion that it ought not to be 
| presented, therefore all further proceedings in 
regard to his conduct do now cease. 

Mr. ELMORE withdrew his motion. 

Mr. PATTON moved the above, which 

Mr. THOMPSON accepted, and Mr. BYNUM 
| withdrew his amendment. ’ 

Mr. ELMORE then renewed his motion 19 
relation to granting leave to Mr. EVANS; ana 
after a few words from Messrs. BRIGGS, PHIL- 
LIPS, and MERCER, it was agreed to. 
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of remarks he was pursuing having been decided 
to be out of order, if he should again proceed he 
would still be pronounced to be out of order, 
from the first, had been far from his inten- 


oh : 
= He intended, certainly, and thought he was 


tion. 


standing on the defensive, and there he meant to | 


stand. Had he been permitted to proceed, he 
should have concluded in a few minutes. He 
had, however, several other things to say, but as 
they would be pronounced out of order, and he 
be again required to take his seat, he had ex- 
ressed a disposition not to proceed if the House 
yoted him leave, because that vote for leave would 
carry upon its face the implication that he was 
seeking to introduce topics not pertinent to the 
question. He therefore would not conclude the 
observations he designed making on this resolu- 
tion, except by saying that he should vote against 


it. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved the previous 
question. ; 

Mr. ADAMS appealed to Mr. V. to withdraw 
his motion, to allew him to submit some remarks 
to the House. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL could not withdraw the 
motion, unless the gentleman from Massachusetts 
would pledge himself to renew the motion when 
he had concluded his remarks. 

Mr. ADAMS said it was not in his power to 
comply with this request, because he desired to 
have the opportunity of a full hearing in his own 


defense, and he had hoped he would be granted |, 


the privilege. ; 

Mr. KENNON moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

Mr. RENCHER called for the yeas and nays 
on this motion; which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 50, nays 144; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ash, 


Barton, Bell, Black, Bockee,Carr, Casey,Chaney, | 


Chapin, Chetwood, Cramer, Crary, Doubleday, 
Dunlap, Farlin, Forester, Fry, Fuller, Rice Gar- 
land, Hannegan, Henderson, Hubley, Hunting- 
ton, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Kennon, Klingensmith, Lansing, La- 
porte, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Logan, Job 
Mann, Moses Mason, McCarty, McKay, Mc- 
Kim, Morgan, Muhienberg, Parks, Patterson, 


Phelps, Joseph Reynolds, Seymour, Sickles, Tay- | 


lor, and Turrill—50. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Heman Al- 
len, Bailey, Bond, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, 


Briggs, Brown, Buchanan, Bynum, John Cal- | 


hoon, William B. Cathoun, Cambreleng, Camp- 
bell, Carter, George Chambers, John Chambers, 
Chapman, Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, John 
F. H. Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Connor, Cor- 
win, Craig, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, 
Deberry, Denny, Dromgoole, Efner, Elmore, 
Evans, Everett, French, Gholson, Glascock, Gra- 
ham, Granger, Grantland, Graves, Grayson, 


Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Hiland Hall, Hard, } 


Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Samuel S. Harrison, 
Hawkins, Hazeltine, Hoar, Holsey, Holt, Hop- 
kins, Howard, Howell, Huntsman, Ingham, Wil- 
liam Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, Jenifer, Henry John- 
son, John W. Jones, Lane, Lawler, Lawrence, 
Lay, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, 
Love, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon,Abijah Mann, Martin, 
Sampson Mason, Maury, May, McComas, Mc- 
Kennan, McKeon, McLene, Mercer, Miller, Mil- 
ligan, Montgomery, Owens, Page, Parker, Patton, 


Dutee J. Pearce, James A. Pearce, Pearson, Phil- || 


lips, Pickens, Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Rencher, 
John Reynolds, Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, 
Russell, Schenck, William B. Shepard, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, Shinn, Slade, Sloane, Spangler, 
Standefer, Steele, Storer, Sutherland, John Thom- 
son, Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Vanderpoel, 


Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Weeks, | 


White, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whittle- 
ry Lewis Williams, Wise, Yell, and Young— 


_ So the motion to lay on the teble was decided 
In the negative. 

Mr. GRANGER said he rose as a represent- 
ative of the State of New York to appeal to his 
colleague to withdraw his motion, to allow the 
gentleman from Massachusetts to make some 
remarks in his own defense. Is a rember of this 
House not to be permitted -— 
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"Mr. EVANS then roseand said, that the course | 


The CHAIR said it was not in order to enter- | 
tain debate after the previous question was 
moved. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired if it was not in order 
. — an inquiry of the gentleman from New | 

Ork. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said he had considered 
of what he had done, and he could not withdraw 
the motion he had made. 

Mr. REED wished to know how the present 
resolution got before the House. 

The CHAIR explained that it was a modifica- 
tion of the former resolutions. 

Mr. REED made a point that the resolution 
before the House was not in order, because other 
resolutions and amendments were pending. 

The CHAIR decided that the resoluuon was in 
order, and explamed that the amendments had 
been withdrawn. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, wished 
to know if the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Reep] had appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. 

Mr. REED appealed from the decision of the 
Chair; but, after a few explanations between him 
, and the Chair, he withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. BRIGGS then raised a poiat of order, that, 
| because the first resolution of the gentleman from 
South Carolina being in relation to the subject of 
slavery, it ought to lie on the table, under the 
order of the Liouse of the L3&ih of January last. 

The CilAIR decided that the resolution of the 
18th of January did not operate on this resolu- 
| tion, and that it was in order. 

From this decision Mr. BRIGGS took an appeal 
to the House, and was proceeding to debate the 
appeal, when 

The CHAIR informed him that this appeal 
could not be debated, inasmuch as the previous 
question had been moved. 

Mr. BRIGGS then called for the yeas and nays; 
| which were ordered, but withdrew the appeal 
before the vote was taken. 

Mr. ADAMS then made a point of order, that 
| INasmuch as the first resolution was not upon the 

subject then pending before the House, namely, 
the question of privilege, it could not be enter- 
| tained. 

The SPEAKER decided that the resolution 
was in order, and stated the grounds of his de- 
| cigion. 


|| Mr. ADAMS appealed from this decision, and 


| was proceeding to make some remarks, when 
Mr. GHOLSON called him to order. 
Mr. ADAMS then asked the consent of the 
| House to submit some remarks. 

The CHAIR said this could only be done by 
| the general consent of the House. 
| Mr. GHOLSON objected. 


|| Mr. BRIGGS moved a suspension of the rules, 


| for the purpose of allowing the gentleman from 
| Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] to address the House. 

The CHAIR decided this motion to be out of 
order, inasmuch as the previous question had been 
moved. 

Mr. WISE rose to inquire whether it was in | 
'order to modify a privileged question, so as to | 
| make it anything else than a privileged question. 

The CHAIR said the modification of the reso- | 
lution at present before the House was in order. | 

Mr. WISE remarked that he had nothing more | 
| to say on this subject. 
| Mr. HOWELL wished to know whether these | 
| resolutions did not effect a change of the rules of | 
|| the Elouse. 

The CHAIR did not consider that they did. 
| The question was then taken on the second to 
|| the previous question, when it appeared that the 
|| previous question was not seconded—ayes 79, 

noes 100. 

‘|| Mr. WISE then remarked, he wished merely | 
|| to say that he hoped the House, after hearing as | 
|| they ought to hear the gentleman from Massachu- 
|| setts, [Mr. Apams,] would be disposed to take the | 
| question without further debate; because he had | 
|| an important matter to lay before the House from | 
|| one of the select committees. 
|| Mr. ADAMS then preceeded to address the | 


House at great length in defense of his conduct. 

Mr. HANNEGAN then obtained the floor, and | 

| moved the previous question; but withdrew the | 
motion at the request of 
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Mr. WADDY THOMPSON, who made some 


remarks in reply to Mr. Anams, and then renewed 
the motion for the previous question; which was 
seconded by the Llouse—ayes 93, noes 42. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 
to lay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. GHOLSON calied for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved an adjournment. 

Mr. BOULDIN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered, and the motion to adjourn 
was decided in the negative. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay on the table; and decided in the negative— 
yeas 59, nays 137; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Ashley, Bar- 
ton, Beale, Beaumont, Bell, Black, Bockee, Bond, 
Cambreleng, Casey, Chaney, Chapin, Corwin, 
Cushman, Doubleday, Duniap, Forester, Fry, 
Fuller, Galbraith, Rice Gariand, Gillet, Harper, 
Henderson, Howell, tlubley, Hluntington, Cave 
Johnson, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingenstmith, Lane, 
Laporte, Leonard, Logan, Job Mann, Sampson 
Mason, McCarty, McKay, McKeon, Morgan, 
Muhlenberg, Parks, Patterson, Phelps, Joseph 
Reynolds, Seymour, Sickles, Turner, Turrill, 
Vanderpoel, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, White, 
Lewis Williams, and Wise—59. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Chilton Al- 
lan, Heman Alien, Bailey, Borden, Bouldin, 
Boyd, Briggs, Brown, Buchanan, Burns, Bynum, 
John Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, Campbell, 
Carter, George Chambers, John Chambers, Chap- 
man, Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, John F. HH. 

Slaiborne, Clark ,Cleveland,Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Deberry, 
Denny, Dromgovle, Eimore, Evans, Everett, 
Fowler, French, James Garland, Gholson, Glas- 
cock, Graham, Granger,Grantiand, Graves, Gray- 
son, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Joseph Hail, Hiland 
Hall, Hannegan, Hard, Hardin, Samuel S. Har- 
rison, Hawkins, Haynes, Hazeltine, Herod, 
Hoar, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hunt, 
Huntsman, Ingergoll, Ingham, William Jackson, 
Janes, Jarvis, Jenifer, John W. Jones, Benjamin 
Jones, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Thomas Lee, 
Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Lovall, Lucas, Lyon, 
Abijah Mann, Martin, Moses Mason, Maury, 
McComas, McKennan, McLene, Mercer, Miller, 
Milligan, Montgomery, Morris, Owens, Page, 
Parker, Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, Pearson, Peyton, 
Phillips,Pickens, Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Rencher, 
John Reynolds, Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, 
Russell, Schenck, William B. Shepard, Augus- 
tine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sloane, Slade, 
Sprague, Standefer, Storer, Sutherland, John 
Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Underwood, 
Ward, Wardwell, Kiisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, and Yell—137. 

So the motion to lay on the table was decided 
in the negative. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, called for the 
yeas and nays on ordering the main question; 
which were not ordered, and the main question 
was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for a division of 
the question, so as to take the vote separately on 
each resolution. 

Mr. ANTHONY called for the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the first resolution; which were 
ordered. 

Mr. PARKER called for a division of the first 
resolution, making the first branch of the resolu- 
tion end with the word ** House.”’ 

The SPEAKER decided this to be out of order, 
as the latter clause of the resolution would not be 
a substantive proposition which could stand by 
itself. 

The question was then taken on the first reso- 
lution; and decided in the negative—yeas $2, nays 
105; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Beale, Bell, Bouldin, 
Boyd, Bynum, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, 
Campbell, Carter, John Chambers, Chapman, 
Nathaniel H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, 
Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cush- 
man, Dawson, Deberry, Dromgoole, Dunlap, 
Elmore, Forester, French, James Garland, Rice 


| Garland, Gholson, Glascock , Graham, Grantland, 


Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Joseph Hall, Hamer, 
Hannegan, Hardin, Albert G. Harrison, Haw- 
kins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hlopkins, Howard, 
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Huntsman, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Cave John- 
‘gon, Jotun W. Jones, Lawler, Lewis, Loyall, 
Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, “Martin, Moses 
Mason, Maury, McKay, McLene, Mercer, Miller, 
Montgomery, Morgan, Owens, Patton, Peyton, 
Pickens, Pinckney, Rencher, Joseph Reynolds, 
Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, William B. 
Shepard, Augustine ti. Shepperd, Shields, Stand- 
efer, Taliaferro, Thomas, Waddy Thompeon, 
Turner, Vanderpoel, Ward, White, Lewis Wil- 
hams, Sherrod Williams, Wise, and Yell—92. 
NAYS—Meessers. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman 
Allen, Anthony, Ashley, Bailey, Barton, Beau- 
mont, Black, Bockee, Bond, Borden, Briggs, 
Brown, Buchanan, Burns, William B. Calhoun, 
Casey, George Chambers, Chaney, Chapin, Chet- 
wood, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, 
Darlington, Denny, Evans, Everett, Fowler, Fry, 
Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, Granger, Grennell, 
Haley, Hiland Hall, Hard, Harper, Samuel S. 
Harrison, Hazeltine, Henderson, Herod, Hoar, 
Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, Ingersoll, 
«Ingham, William Jackson, Janes, Jarvie, Benja- 
min Joues, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, 
Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, Thomas Lee, Leonard, 
Lincoln, Logan, Love, Job Mann, Sampson 
Mason, McCarty, McKennan, Milligan, Morris, 
Muhlenberg, Pave, Parker, Patterson, Dutee J. 
Pearce, Pearson, Phelps, Phillips, Potts, Reed, 
John Reynolds, Russell, Schenck, Seymour, 
Shinn, Sickles, Slade, Sloan, Spangler, Sprague, 
Storer, Sutherlend, Jobn Thomson, Underwood, 


Wazener, Wardwell, Websier, Weeks, Elisha , 


W hitcle sey, and Thomas ‘TT’. W hittlesey—105. 

So the first resolution was rejected. 

Mr PICKENS roseand said, as the first reso- 
lution bad been rejected, he hoped the mover 
would withdraw the second. 

The CHAIR replied that the resolution could 
not now be withdrawn. 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved to lay the second 
resolution on the table; which was pronounced to 
be out of order. 

The question was then taken on the second 
resolution by yeas and nays, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 22, nays 137; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Black, John Calhoon, 
Carter, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, John F. H. 
Claiborne, Craig, Deberry, Dunlap, Gholson, 
Huntsman, Jenifer, Lawler, Abijah Mann, Mau- 
ry, Robertson, Shields, Standefer, Wagener, and 
Sherrod Williams—22 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Chilton Allan, He- 
man Allen, Anthony, Bailey, Barton, Beaumont, 
Bockee, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Boyd, Briggs, 
Brown, Buchavan, Burns, William B. Calhoun, 
Cambreleng, Campbell, Carr, Casey, George 
Chambers, John Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, 
Chapin, Chetwood, Childs, Clark, Cleveland, 
Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, 
Denny, Doubleday, Evans, Everett, Fowler, 
French, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, Granger, Graves, 
Grayson, Grennell, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hiland 
Hall, Hamer, Hard, Hardin, Harper, Samuel S. 
Harrison, Elawkins, Haynes, Hazeltine, Hen- 
derson, Llerod, Hoar, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, Ingersoll, 
fuziam, William Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, Joseph 
Jotinson, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Ken- 
non, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Laporte, 
Lawrence, Lay, Thomas Lee, Lincoln, Logan, 


Love, Lucas, Job Mann, Moses Mason, Samp- || 
son, Mason, McCarty, McKay, McKennan, | 


Muller, Milligan, Montgomery, Morgan, Morris, 


Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Patterson, Dutee J. 


Pearce, Pearson, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Pinck- 
ney, Potts, Reed, John Reynolds, Richardson, 
Russell, Schenck, Seymour, Augustine H. Shep- 
pard, Shinp, Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Sprague, 
Storer, Sutherland, Thomas, John Thomson, 
Turner, Underwood, Vanderpool, Wardwell, 
Webster, Weeks, White, Elisha Whittlesey, 
Thomas T. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, and 
W ise—137. 

So the second resolution was rejected. 

Mr. LANE moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 72, nays 84. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

RECONSIDERATION OF A VOTE. 
Mr. McCARTY moved a reconsideration of 


the vote by which a communication from the | 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Treasury Department, transmitting the corre- 
spondence between the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office and the land office at Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, was referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands; which motion lies over. 


REUBEN M. WHITNEY. 
Mr. WISE then rose and said: Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the Elouse for not adjourning. I will detain 
it but a few moments, and i should not press the 


matter I have to bring to its notice at this time, | 


but for the fact that to-morrow, and indeed, during 


the whole time of the sessions of the House, my | 


duty will call my attention to the select committee 
ot which I am a member, and from the character 


of the report itself. Itis a report affecting a ques- | 


tion of privilege. 


I am directed (continued Mr. W.) by the com- | 
mittee appointed on the 17th of January last, to | 


report the following resolution, which, | will 


premise, was adopted by the unanimous vote of | 


the committee. Mr. W. then read as follows: 
**Reuben M. Whitney, who has been sum- 
‘moned as a witness before this committee, having, 
‘by letter, informed the committee of his peremp- 
‘ tory refusal to attend, it becomes the duty of the 


‘committee to make the House acquainted with the 


‘fact: Therefore, 


‘* Resolved, That the chairman be directed to | 


‘report the letter of Reuben M. Whitney to the 
‘ House, that such order may be taken thereon as 
*‘ the dignity and character of the House require.” 

Mr. W. reiterated the fact that this resolution 
had been unanimously adopted, and he sent to the 
Clerk’s table the letter of the witness, together 
with another letter showing the manner in which 


the former had been communicated to the select | 


committee. 


[This letter was from the Hon. Asian Mann, | 
of New York, but on application, it could not be | 
| obtained 


[The witness’s letter will be found in the Globe 
of Thursday.] 
Mr. W. continued. I will remark, sir, that by 


this communication from the member of the com- | 


mittee into whose hands the letter of the witness 
fell before it fell into mine, this letter of this con- 
tumacious witness reached the committee, but I 
could not, from self-respect, present it. Sir, I 
considered it disrespectful to the committee, as 
much as to myself personally. 
read. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, said, under the 
supposition that this subject would come up as the 
first business in order to-morrow morning, and as 
it was one that would be likely to produce debate, 
he moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, asked the gentle- 
man from Rhode Island to withdraw the motion for 
a moment to enable him to move that the question 
be postponed till to-morrow, and that the letter of 


the witness, and the accompanying documents, be | 


printed. 
Mr. PEARCE withdrew the motion. 


Mr. WISE. 1 hope this House will not order 


that letter to be printed until they see whether it 
be fit to be printed or not. 
Mr. PEARCE then renewed his motion, and 
The House adjourned at seven o’clock, p. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, February 10, 1837. 


The CHAIR presented a memorial from the 


Mayorand Common Council of thecity of Mobile, 
praying for an appropriation for removing the ob- 
structious in Mobile bay; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


Also, a memorial from an individual, (name not | 
heard,) stating that he is confined in prison for a | 
debt alleged to be due the United States, and pray- | 


ing to be allowed to contest the claim, which he 


denies is justly due; which was referred to the | 


Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. GRUNDY, from the joint committee ap- 
pointed to wait on the Hon. Martin Van Boren, 


‘| and inform him that he has been elected President 


of the United States, reported that they had per- 
formed the duty assigned to them, and had re- 
ceived for answer that he desired to express the 
grateful sense that he entertained of the distin- 
guished honor which his fellow-citizens had con- 
ferred on him, and requested them to assure their 


|| nance, moved that the said committee be disch 


‘| bill from the House respecting discriminati, 


I ask that it be 


February 10, 


| respective Houses that they might rely on his 


unceasing endeavors to execute the responsible 
trust which devolved on him, in a manne 
conducive to the public interest. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on pf, 


arged 
On of 


t Mog, 


from the further consideration of the petiti 


Elizabeth Scott, and that the same be referred to 


the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. HUBBARD moved that it be laid on the 
table; which was agreed to. 


The bill from the House for the relief of Thomas 
Hunt was read the second time, and ordered to 
third reading. 


Mr. RIVES presented the petition of Roge, 
Jones, Adjutant General of the Army of the Uni. 
ted States, praying for increase of compensation 
in proportion to his brevet rank; which wag re. 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee oy 
Foreign Relations, to which had been referred the 
° 8 
duties on Dutch and Belgiag vessels and their 
_ cargoes, reported the same with an amendment; 

which was read. 


Mr. TOMLINSON offered the following rego. 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an additional appropriation to preserve Fair. 
| weather isiand and Black Rock harbor, in the 
State of Connecticut. 


Mr. CLAY offered the fo!lowing resolution; 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be direcied to transmit to the Senate a copy of a 
communication addressed to the Commissioner 
| of the General Land Office by John Pope, late 


| Governor of the Territory of Arkansas, respecting 


the ten sections of land granted to the said Terri- 


|| tory for the erection of a public building at Little 


| Rock. 


The report from the Committee on Pensions, 
unfavorable to the petition of Sarah Rogers, was 
considered and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the bill making 
appropriations for the support of the Army for 
| the year 1837, was taken up and considered as in 
| Committee of the Whole, and ordered to a third 


|| reading. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the bill providing 


|| for the appointment of persons to test the useful- 


ness of the inventions for the prevention of the 
| bursting of steam-engines was taken up, and con- 
| sidered as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered 
| to a third reading. 


The bill from the House for the relief of the 
| only daughter and heir of Frederick Segal, late 
surgeon of the revolutionary army, was read, and 


| ordered to a second reading. 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the vote on re- 
| jecting the bill anticipating the payment of the 
| indemnity due to American citizens under the 
| French and Neapolitan treaties, was reconsidered. 


[The motion to reconsider this vote was laid on 





|| the table some days since. ] 


Mr. WEBSTER then moved to recommit the 
bill to the Committee on Finance; which was 
reed to. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, on leave, introduced a 
| bill for the relief of William M. Sneed, and the 
executors of Stephen Sneed, deceased; which was 
| read, and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. RUGGLES moved to take up the bill to 
amend the act for the reorganization of the Patent 
| Office; which was lost, without a division. 


TREASURY CIRCULAR. 

On motion of Mr. BLACK, the bill to desig- 
nate and limit the funds which shall be receivable 
for the public revenue, was taken up on its third 
| reading; and, after some remarks from Messrs. 
-BENTON, WALKER, CLAY, NILES, and 
_CALHOUN, it was passed—yeas 41, nays 5; a8 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Black, Brown, Buchanan, 
| Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis, 
Ewing of Illinois, Ewing of Ohio, Fuller, Grundy, 

Hendricks, Hubbard, Kent, King of Alabama, 








same 
that 1 


steps 
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